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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
Being patient with yourself
Over the summer, a time when I’d have usually been away,
catching up with friends, it feels as though I have been in a kind of
lock down again, where I couldn’t do much, recovering from my
knee surgery.
I am usually a person with a great deal of patience, but when it
comes to having patience with myself, well... that is a different
matter…...! These weeks in the summer have give given me time to
reflect on that and here are my ponderings.
The most frequent object of my impatience is myself. If we aim to
be fully rounded as patient people, then we must learn to be patient
with ourselves.
"Be patient with all men" says Paul (1Thessalonians 5:14). All men
must include ourselves. So, whilst we must be patient with
everyone else, we must also demonstrate the same patience
toward our own selves. How is this done?
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Patience in Frustration
Luke 8:15
In the parable of the sower, Jesus said, "As for that seed in the
good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an
honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience."
We, as Christians, are earth-bound creatures, seeds underground.
Trapped in space and time, we live with all the limitations and

2
weaknesses of the flesh. Yet we have heavenly ideals and
eternal aspirations. Is that not a recipe for extreme frustration
unless we understand and manage the situation?
We are also growing people. This year we are not as spiritually
strong and mature as we will be next year. We often see little
children frustrated with themselves, and we say, “Never mind,
one day you'll be old enough to do that.”
We need to see ourselves spiritually as always developing, and
be patient with ourselves as we grow in Jesus, bearing fruit with
patience.
Patience Through Knowledge
2Peter 1:5-7
A key element of patient self-improvement is knowledge. "Add to
your faith virtue... knowledge... self-control... patience...
godliness... brotherly kindness... love" (2Peter 1:5-7).
Peter knows that "the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ"
makes us "neither barren nor unfruitful" (2Peter 1:8). We equip
ourselves with the knowledge of Christ, and thereby gain control
of ourselves, becoming patient with ourselves as we grow in
godliness and Christian love. The knowledge of Christ empowers
us.
Patience Through Hope
Romans 5:3-5
With my injured leg, I have had to be patient while it improves,
and that is easier to do if I have kept up the exercises that the
doctor assured me will help it improve. In the same way, as
Christians we have a well-founded hope that the way we are now
is not the way we will always be, but far better things lie ahead.
"Tribulation makes for patience... proven character...
hope" (Romans 5:3-5). Hope feeds back on our patience, so we
grow stronger in character, and this experience builds our hope,
which again feeds back on our patience, and so on, ever upward.
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Patience Through Trials
James 1:2-4
We are going to have troubles and trials. That is unavoidable. So
we have two alternatives. We can let them discourage us and
break our spirit, or we can let them be experiences that build
strength and character and patience.
"The trying of your faith works patience. But let patience do its
ultimate work too, that you may be mature and complete..." (James
1:3-4). Trials build patience, and patience builds maturity. Trials
make us grow.
Patience Through the Power of God
Colossians 1:11
Trying to be patient with ourselves by ourselves is like trying to lift
ourselves into the air by pulling on our shoe laces. We need to
grow in God's strength and power, not our own. "Strengthened with
all power, according to his glorious might, to attain all steadfastness
and patience with joy" (Colossians 1:11).
This power is given us in a very special way. "Strengthened with
power by his Spirit in the inner man" (Ephesians 3:16).
Patience as Seekers
Romans 2:7
If you have lost your keys, what is the best way to find them? Is it a
good strategy to go banging around, ranting, and raving, throwing
cushions and newspapers around the room? Or is it better to seek
the keys calmly, thoughtfully, and patiently, until they turn up? I
suppose there is a great difference in looking for eternal life, but the
principle is the same.
We, "by patience in doing good, seek for glory and immortality —
eternal life" (Romans 2:7).
As we grow, as we walk step by step along the narrow road, getting
closer and closer to our eternal home, let us be patient in the
journey. Furthermore, as God is long-suffering and patient toward
us, let us also be patient with ourselves.
Every blessing Tanya
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
4 Sept
10.30 Revd Tanya Short
11 Sept
10.30 Mr Paul Spencer
18 Sept
10.30 Revd Tanya Short
25 Sept
10.30 Mr Stephen Jones
18.30 Revd Tanya Short
Shadwell:
4 Sept
9.30 Mrs Ann Johnson
11 Sept
9.30 Revd Tanya Short

18 Sept
25 Sept

Holy Communion
Ecumenical Service

Holy Communion &
General Church
Meeting

9.30 Mrs Katherine Frieze
9.30 Mr John Summerwill

Circuit Service 4.00 pm Newbourne 4th Sept
PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s

God you are our creator and sustainer.
As we face difficult circumstances, in our personal lives and
also nationally and internationally, we ask you to be with those
who are struggling with debt, illness, bereavement, war and
conflict.
Help us to remember that throughout the Bible, the story is one
of solutions coming from unpromising beginnings and unlikely
people.
We think of God’s promise to Abraham and Sarah, an elderly
couple past childbearing age. We think of David the shepherd
boy destined to become king and the story of David and Goliath.
We think of the young and inexperienced Jeremiah called by
God to be his prophet and of a reluctant Moses who was sent to
plead with Pharaoh.
Above all, we remember the helpless babe born in a manger,
filled with your Spirit, and destined to be our saviour and show
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us your kingdom of love and justice. Help us to remember the
disillusioned and frightened disciples who took the message of
the resurrected Jesus to the whole known world.
Strengthen us in our resolve to make the world a better place
and not to despair that our efforts may seem small and
insignificant. Help us to have faith that you will use what we do
to good effect.
Amen

ROUND BRITAIN QUIZ
All the answers are Cities and Towns in Britain.
1. A royal bird is older
2. What we do with our television set
3. Protector of the battered
4. Squashed a can
5. A dark Scottish stream
6. Would you find the Navy in this forest?
7. A short week-day leads nothing
8. Who’s there?
9. Two parts of the head
10. Top of the entrance
11. Heavy favourite
12. Out in front?
13. The cook’s in the meadow?
14. A place for modern stallholders
15. Wide steps
16. Sounds as though you trade an ocean here
17. The fortified wine was an oral cavity
18. The dock on the hill
19. Sounds as though it ruins the bacon
20. A Royal Borough, not as stupid or cold as it sounds
With thanks to Jean Hopkinson (answers on page 21)
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Maureen Tear 4th April 1944 - 2nd June 2022
Maureen Papworth was born on the 4th
of the 4th 1944 – presumably so that no
one had had any excuse for forgetting
her birthday!
She was born in a wartime maternity
home at Stockeld Park near Wetherby.
Her father (Tom) was of course away
from home serving in the Green
Howards Regiment. When he showed a
photo of the new baby to a fellow sergeant, he received the
comment, ‘Give it a cigar and call it Winston!’
Primary and Junior school was at Woodlands, Harrogate. On
passing her 11 plus Maureen chose to go to King James
Grammar School in Knaresborough – to Chris’s good fortune as
they met there and went on their first ‘date’ together when
Maureen was 15 and he was 16.
From 1962 to 1965 she attended Hull University where she
obtained a Joint Honours degree in Botany and Zoology. She
worked in a laundry and Pannal Golf club in her vacations.
In the days before formal teacher training for graduates she
taught Biology at Ripon Grammar school until 1969.
Maureen, Mo to the family, and Chris were married in July 1967.
Robert was born in 1970 and David in 1972.
She continued teaching by home tutoring for several years after
the family moved to Leeds in 1973, until she felt that the
combination of an updated curriculum and absence of laboratory
facilities meant that she couldn’t continue sufficiently competently.
In 1988 she saw an advertisement for a ward clerk at Chapel
Allerton Hospital. Having no relevant experience she applied,
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saying she would try it for a few months. She remained working on
the same ward for 16 years, latterly with Heather Crosby until
retiring on her 60th birthday.
She was an active member at Lidgett Park, where her activities
over almost 50 years have included JMA secretary, Guides helper,
Synod Handbook compilation, Stewards wife (!) and latterly Church
Council member and Porch Steward until Covid intervened.
She was one of the founder members of an Afternoon House group
and Young Wives.
Confirmed as an Anglican, she became a Methodist member after
attending Park Grove church in Knaresborough with Chris and his
family for several years before they eventually married there.
Maureen always had a sympathetic ear, and despite being unable
to get out recently she was blessed with many good friends,
through telephone conversations, to add to her family circle
including her loving daughters in law and 9 grandchildren, who
have been a delight and a source of great pride to her.
OUR NEW PROJECT, 2022 – 2023.
At the Annual Church Meeting, our new Project charity was decided
and for the next year we will be fund-raising for Zarach. As the
proposer of Zarach, we are delighted to welcome Sue Wittrick to
the Project Group.
Zarach is a Leeds-based charity, founded in 2017 by Bex Wilson,
an Assistant Head at an inner-Leeds primary school. The charity
works alongside schools to provide bed bundles (bed, mattress,
duvet, pillow, sheets, pyjamas, and hygiene kits) for children living
in poverty. Working with partners, they also provide food parcels
and if needed, school uniforms. They have over 200 school
partners and receive up to 25 referrals a week. So far, over 2,150
bed bundles have been delivered.

8
We are hoping that either Bex Wilson or one of her colleagues will
be able to come to Lidgett in the near future to discuss their work
and are awaiting possible dates from them. Please watch out in the
weekly notices for this.
PLEASE JOIN US!
We have two definite events in our diary for this year and are
holding a committee meeting in early September where we will be
discussing other possible ideas. (if there is something you would
like to suggest, please let one of us know.)
First, on the Harvest Weekend, please join us for our normal
Saturday Coffee Morning on OCTOBER 1st followed by a light
lunch (soup, soft roll, choice of cake/scone) at 12.30 pm before a
concert at 2.30 pm by the Wesley Singers. The total cost £10
including lunch and concert, £7 if you are coming only to the
concert. Booking essential from myself, Kathy Benson or Pat
Brooke.
TUESDAY DECEMBER 20TH : our annual Christmas Concert with
the Wendel Singers and YEP Brass. More details to follow later in
the year.
The new dishwasher is now fully installed, and we are very grateful
to all who helped along the way – Alan Wittrick, the Property
Committee, and Jackie and Peter Bennett. Kathy Benson and I
oversaw what was a rather protracted operation but we hope that
all who use the machine will find it effective and efficient.
As we all start to enjoy a more “normal” way of life, as our monthly
Coffee Mornings attract more people and our congregation on a
Sunday morning increases, the Project Group are looking forward,
as in the past, to being able to host events that will bring you fun
and enjoyment whilst raising funds for Zarach. Your support of the
Project all through the pandemic was much appreciated and we
look forward to seeing you all in the future months, as we move
forward.
Margaret Farrar. On behalf of the Project Group.
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES GROUP
The Ladies Group has now been up and running again over the past
12 months. It is a group of ladies from St Andrews, Lidgett Park, (St
Edmund’s in the past) and the local community – who may come on
an occasional basis or more regularly. It has been thanks to Anne
and Lynne’s efforts that the group has restarted after the Covid
break as they have arranged meetings and activities which at first
did not involve booking a speaker in case Covid meant cancellation.
They contacted members to gauge what would be the best way
forward. With people reluctant to go to evening meetings, a group
largely made up of retired people, and the availability of rooms at
church, a Friday morning meeting was agreed on.
We have met once a month at 10.30 am for coffee and chat,
sometimes with quizzes or games organised by Anne and Lynne,
and occasionally with speakers. Several new members have been
welcomed and gradually people have regained the confidence to
meet in a group. The meetings are held in the Community Hall with
well spaced tables and chairs and with a flow of air as there is still
an awareness of covid and the need to take care.
Numbers have varied at each meeting. The Coffee Morning and sale
for the church project was very well attended so thank you to all who
supported that and helped with raising £450. In June the AGM was
held and chaired by Tanya, who after the official business
entertained us with a rummage through her handbag! It was
disappointing that so few people attended as it was hoped to get
ideas from members about how they would see the group going
forward in the future. With Anne and Lynne’s guidance it was
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decided to continue to meet once a month, generally on the third
Friday morning at 10.30. Gradually speakers will be invited but
always with an awareness that there may be cancellations. For
those unable to attend the AGM your ideas and speaker
suggestions would be most welcome. At our final meeting in July
we welcomed Doreen Aldridge to demonstrate flower arranging.
There was a good attendance and as well as doing some
interesting arrangements Doreen gave lots of tips for making cut
flowers last longer.
The Ladies Group at Lidgett Park has been in existence for 75
years, having been started in 1947 by the wife of the then minister
Rev Cyril Downes, and it is still serving as a place for people to
meet for mutual support, to listen to varied and interesting
speakers and as a community activity.
Below is a list of dates for future meetings and we hope those
who have come regularly and those who have come occasionally
will join us.
September 16th
a 75th Anniversary Celebration
October 31st
Growing up in wartime – Audrey Gabbitas
November 18th
Martin House Children’s Hospice - Duncan
Brownnutt
December 9th
Carol Service – all welcome
2023 dates (speakers to be confirmed) : January 20th, February
17th, March 17th, April 21st, May 19th, June 16th, July 21st.
Please make a note of these dates and feel free to come
occasionally or more regularly. You can be assured of a warm
welcome.
Ruth and Margaret.
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THE MAGNIFICAT
This month has a major Marian feast, celebrated on August 15. As
has always been the practice in liturgical texts, the day’s importance
is signalled in Common Worship by its being listed in red (the origin
of the term ‘red-letter day’). It’s designated simply as ‘The Blessed
Virgin Mary’, but in the Roman Catholic tradition it’s known as the
Assumption of the Virgin – a feast celebrated in the eastern tradition
also, where it’s known as the Dormition. I’ve written about the feastday on a previous occasion. So this year I’m going to write on
another Marian topic: the Magnificat or the song of Mary. It occurs
only in Luke’s gospel, chapter 1 verses 46-55, and is Mary’s
response to her cousin Elizabeth’s recognition of her as ‘the mother
of my Lord’. The original text is, of course, in the Greek of Luke’s
gospel, but the canticle is known in the Western Church by the first
word of its Latin translation: Magnificat anima mea Dominum , ‘My
(mea) soul (anima) magnifies /doth magnify (magnificat) the Lord
(Dominum).
The Magnificat has been part of Christian liturgy since earliest times,
associated in the Western Church particularly with the main service
of evening prayer: Vespers, or Evensong. In the Eastern tradition it is
sung at Matins. Western liturgy usually adds the doxology at the end
(Glory be to the Father …etc), although this is not in the gospel text.
The style and structure of the Magnificat echoes the poetry and song
of the Old Testament, and falls into four main parts: Mary’s rejoicing
that she has been privileged to give birth to the Messiah (verses
46-48); her glorification of God’s power, holiness and mercy (verses
49-50); her anticipation that, through the Messiah, God will transform
the world (verses 51-53); and her exaltation of God for his
faithfulness in fulfilling his promise to Abraham (verses 54-55), which
alludes to Genesis 12 verses 1-3. Mary’s song echoes the song of
Hannah (I Samuel 2 verses 1-10), and expresses ideas that are also
reminiscent of the words of the prophets.
Through sheer familiarity, reciting the Magnificat in the comfort of our
churches and cathedrals, as we perhaps also enjoy one of its many
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beautiful musical settings, the extremely radical nature of Mary’s
prophetic song may escape us. But it is revolutionary: the proud
will be brought low; the humble will be lifted up; the hungry will be
fed; and the rich will go without. Did you know that, because of this
subversive message, the British Raj forbade the Magnificat to be
sung in churches in India? But it was not only imperial Britain that
took this step. It was similarly banned by the Guatemalan
government in the 1980s, and in Argentina the military junta
outlawed any public display of Mary’s words after the Mothers of
the Plaza de Mayo, protesting against the ‘disappearance’ of their
children, displayed posters bearing words from this canticle. One
cannot sum it up better than by quoting from a sermon preached
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in 1933:
The song of Mary is the oldest Advent hymn. It is at once
the most passionate, the wildest, one might even say the
most revolutionary Advent hymn ever sung. This is not the
gentle, tender, dreamy Mary whom we sometimes see in
paintings…. This song has none of the sweet, nostalgic, or
even playful tones of some of our Christmas carols. It is
instead a hard, strong, inexorable song about the power of
God and the powerlessness of humankind.
Joyce Hill
A STORY OF SMALL BEGINNINGS AND UNLIKELY STARTS
Some years ago, J.B. Phillips wrote a little book entitled “Your God
is too Small”. I no longer have my copy but, from memory, the
theme of the book was that when we are faced with periods of
rapid change and uncertainty, we must be careful not to place
artificial limits on what God can do because that can be a route to
despair. Our view of God is so often bound by our circumstances,
and we fail to take account of the fact that he is a God of creation
who can bring order out of chaos and new possibilities in situations
where it seems there is no hope. Paul’s letter to Ephesians
reminds us, “He is able to do more that we can ask or imagine,
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according to the power that is at work in us.” So that is one thing
for us to keep in mind.
I think we can all agree that at the moment we have a lot of
uncertainty which affects both our lives as individuals and our
wider society. We have the continuing uncertaintly associated with
the Covid pandemic, and we continue to grapple with its long-term
effects, both on our health and the economy. The strains placed
on global trade are seen in disrupted supply chains with shortages
of goods and raw materials as demand grows and countries try to
rebuild themselves. To this we have the additional consequences
of the war in Eastern Europe with rapidly escalating fuel and
energy costs and we are seeing rising inflation, food shortages
and falling incomes. One of the consequences of this in a
breakdown of social cohesion and order in many parts of the
world. For us in the UK all this comes at a time when we are trying
to forge new trading relationships in the wake of our decision to
leave the European Union.
Finally, and most worryingly, we are faced with the effects of
climate change on our world with increasing instability in our
weather. We have seen floods, storms, droughts and fires with
crop failures, loss of life and damage to homes and communities.
This summer we have experienced extreme heat waves and we
are told that this is something we can expect to recur each year
and with increasing severity. Unfortunately, many of the plans and
commitments to reduce our carbon emissions and use of fossil
fuels seem to have been forgotten under the immediate pressures
of failing economies.
In our churches we are also faced with change and uncertainty
with dwindling congregations, budget deficits and challenges to
how we are to continue our corporate religious life in the future.
Beyond that how do we proclaim the message of love and justice
that is central to our faith, and which is a message the world
needs to hear? No doubt you have all been wrestling with this as
have many within our circuit, but we should not despair for the
whole of the Bible story is one about unlikely starts and small
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beginnings. Throughout the Bible God takes the most unpromising
situations and the most unlikely people to further the work of his
kingdom. You will all be able to think of your own examples, but here
are some of mine.
We can start with Abram and his wife Sarai, an old man of 99 and
an infertile woman who were promised that they would have a son
and become the parents of God’s chosen people. We can think of
Moses who the Bible tells us was slow of speech and tongue and
who lacked eloquence and yet who was chosen by God to go and
negotiate with Pharaoh on behalf of the enslaved Israelites. Moses
pleaded with God to send someone else. We can think similarly of
Jeremiah who resisted God’s call on the grounds that he was too
young and did not know how to speak.
We can think of King David, initially in danger of being overlooked
as a successor to King Saul because he was out tending the sheep,
of the story of David and Goliath where David the Shepherd boy
armed only with his sling and 5 stones challenged and defeated the
mighty Goliath and so saved the Israelite army from the Philistines.
These are just a few of the examples we can find in the Old
Testament, but there are many more. In all the cases people were
given the power and support necessary to complete what God had
planned. God takes small and insignificant things, unpromising
people and situations and uses them to fulfil his purpose.
When we turn to the New Testament, we find the same thing. The
parables of Jesus about the mustard seed and the yeast both
illustrate the way in which small things can have big results. The tiny
mustard seed grows into a large tree and the small amount of yeast
permeates throughout the whole of the dough, about 30 kilograms of
flour we are told. In the story of the feeding of the five thousand,
found in all of the gospels, five small barley loaves and two small
fish, which we are told in John’s gospel is the lunch box of a small
boy, feed 5,000 men besides women and children in addition. The
leftovers filled 12 baskets. Throughout the gospels we are left in no
doubt as to the importance of small acts and insignificant people.
The story of the widow’s mite and the way in which Jesus drew
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attention to a small child saying that those who take the lowly
position of a child will be greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
And so we could go on but, of course, the most important part of
the story is the small babe, born in a manger because there was no
room at the inn. Helpless and vulnerable, but indwelt with the Holy
Spirit, this babe grew to show us the face of God in his life of
faithfulness, service and sacrifice and the meaning of God’s
kingdom of love and justice. The message was not welcome and
led to his death on the cross at the hands of the religious and
secular powers. It doesn’t sound like a story of success until we
come to the events of Easter Day and his resurrection from the
dead at the hands of God. And then we have the transformation of
the disciples, a group of uneducated and frightened people who
filled with his Spirit went on to take the message to the ends of the
earth. That is a story of triumph that would not have been predicted
in the stable at Bethlehem.
When we look around us at the problems the world faces and when
we struggle to maintain our church community it is difficult to see
how we can make a difference. The problems seem insuperable.
But the message of the whole of the Bible is “don’t despair”. We
may be getting fewer in number and older, but God is a god of
creation and new beginnings. He can and will use the things we do,
the effort we make and the talents we have to further his purpose.
The church has been through difficult times and change down the
centuries, but the message of Jesus remains alive. I find it difficult
to predict what the church will be like in 20 years time. I have no
doubt that it will be different in its form, but I also believe that it will
remain important and relevant to the needs of individuals and our
world. So, the message is live your life according to the example of
Christ and if we all do that then God will use these efforts, small
though they may seem to be to further his purpose. One of the
fascinating things about the world in which we live is that when
small things combine new possibilities arise that would not have
been predicted. The sum is more than the parts. When the
molecules of the gases oxygen and hydrogen combine to form
water a whole new set of properties emerge which neither of its
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constituents possess and this is true wherever you look. As living
things have become more complex we get the development of
consciousness and self-awareness and a whole range of feelings
and abilities and emotions none of which are properties of the
elements of which we are made. The same is true of our life
together. Alone we can only do so much, but God will use our
combined efforts to produce something new and effective.
Stan Pearson
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC
East Lancashire doesn’t really do drought and here in Burnley the
grass is emerald green and the trees are verdant. However I have
just spent a fortnight at the Lambeth Conference in the south east
of England and experienced its terrible aridity in this year of
drought. Scorched grass. Distressed foliage. An enervating and
inescapable heat.
I was surprised at the strength of my own reaction to this dryness
which felt suffocating. It seemed to me a foretaste of a dystopian
world in which the climate had broken down irreversibly because of
human activity. The scientists tell us that we are going to have to
get used to summers like this, maybe even in drizzly Lancashire.
So even the innocent joy of a summer day is now laden with a
sense of doom.
The Bible is full of the terror of drought and has vivid descriptions
of its impact. The prophet Jeremiah could be describing Summer
2022 as he writes, ‘The ground is cracked because there is no rain.
The farmers are dismayed and cover their heads. Even the doe in
the field deserts her new born fawn because there is no grass.’
Drought in the Hebrew scriptures is an image of divine displeasure.
The baked and thirsty ground is a sign of a human race that is
failing to live in right relationship with God and his creation.
But the Bible also contains rich and watery images of what
happens when the human race learns to live in harmony with
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creation. Isaiah has God saying, “I am making streams in the
wasteland. The wild animals honour me, the jackals and the owls,
because I provide water in the desert.” This is a beautiful and
remade world, a creation healed and filled with wonderful and
thriving life.
We have seen chilling evidence of the impact of climate
breakdown in recent months. There is plenty to make us afraid of
what the future might hold. The trouble is, as the prophets knew,
fear is insufficient to change human behaviour. It leaves us feeling
powerless and guilt-stricken.
If we are to encourage the lifestyle changes necessary to make a
difference, surely we also need a positive vision of what the world
has the potential to be if we get it right. Imagine Isaiah’s vision
rewritten for today. Drought stricken lands flowing with water.
Fresh and unpolluted air. Forests and oceans recovering their
diverse life. Hungry people fed. A human race that has relearnt the
art of living in harmony with the planet. If I need to change my life
to build a world like that, then bring it on.
Bishop Philip North - 09/08/2022
MARJORY ARMITAGE
About the time of the start of the pandemic I was contacted by a
man from Bristol whose daughter had purchased, at an auction in
Darlington, a trowel which commemorated the laying of the
foundation stones of our church. The name on the trowel is
Marjory Armitage. He decided to investigate further and has
written an article about Marjory and her family and their
connections with the origins of the church. Marjory’s mother is
commemorated by the stained-glass window on the right of the
chancel windows. He has kindly given the church access to this
article. A copy will be kept in the archives, one made available in
the vestry and one put with the information about the stainedglass windows in the Chancel. Please make use of them if you
would like to read the article. Howard Clinkard
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH

Another summer has passed –with more than usually
high heat to contend with. Sadly, this impacted on our
Pet Service in July, when the forecast inhibited people
from planning to attend. In the event, people who
ventured to
bring out
their dogs by car found that it
was a comfortable temperature
under our gazebo. All the
animals involved – four dogs,
soft toys, and those pets
represented by photos – were
well behaved. They were
blessed individually by Rev
Tanya and their owners
enjoyed meeting up. The
Service was led by Ted Britton, ably assisted by Bess his young Border
Collie. A good time was had by all.
Our “Different” services continued
the next Sunday, with a “Café
Service” The usual Sunday format
of worship, with included group
discussions and socialising, but in
a Café setting (with the addition of
cake !) Again, much enjoyed, and
hopefully will be repeated.
Apart from these new ventures our
Café and Coffee mornings seem to be going from strength to strength, with
increasing numbers, and much appreciative feedback. If you fancy a
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sociable morning with good food, and the satisfaction of supporting
various charities ( well over £1,000 raised this year so far) please come
along. Our Café with Bacon Butties, is the second Tuesday in the month
( September 13th 10.30 – 1.00, all proceeds to Macmillan ) and the
Coffee Morning, Drinks and Cakes and Quiche, is the fourth Saturday
( September 24th, 10.00-12.00)
We have celebrated various birthdays recently, (cake seems to feature
quite often on here) and our pianist Marjorie is now back with us and
playing at some Sunday services.
New date (Tanya’s knee!) for our General Church Meeting is on 11th
September, after morning service.. Anyone is welcome to have their say
on Church matters..
PRIORITIES – LIVE EARTH OR DEAD MARS
Did anyone see the excellent BBC2 Documentary ‘Seven Days on
Mars’ presented by Professor Brian Cox? If no you missed a treat.
If yes the programme contained so many superlatives that even
Prof. Cox’s obvious joy and excitement at what he was witnessing
was palpable.
The engineering technology and connectivity associated with the
development of the launch rocket, Mars Rover and integrated
helicopter enabled the successful completion of the mission which
entailed the travelling to, landing on and moving/flying over the
planet’s inhospitable environment. The super detailed pictures
sent back over the thousands of miles were both stunning and
mind blowing. Rock samples still awaited.
The major facts and figures regarding this particular mission, and
there have been many since the first USSR venture in the early
1960’s, were incredible. However, when the use of the word
infinity was introduced with regard to distance I gave up. I have no
real conception of infinity nor the necessity to find the ‘God particle’
in the tunnels at C.E.R.N.
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Before the BBC2 Mars programme, I think it was part of the 6pm
BBC News, there was a report from Norfolk. A reporter and
resident from a clifftop coastal village were filmed walking down a
road which suddenly disappeared leaving a suspended jagged
edge of tarmac. The resident, who was also a local councillor,
informed viewers that a substantial section of the road together
with a pair of houses had collapsed onto the beach due to coastal
erosion. The erosion had occurred within the last the last few
years and it was estimated that by mid this century more ‘once in
a lifetime’ events would cause severe coastal erosion culminating
in the rehousing of 200,000 inhabitants. The cost of providing sea
defences and other preventative measures was considered by
both local authorities and government to be exorbitant and with no
guarantee that any proposals would be effective. A case of ‘let
Nature take its course’ and the country would have to accept the
loss of land. Another example of a population quart into an island
pint pot?
Professor Cox marvelled at the sophistication, resources, ground
breaking inventions and processes, and the ingenuity of the 800
scientists of many disciplines drawn from almost every nation in
the world who had spent many billions of dollars over the years to
achieve this particular goal. However many delighted people
there are at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Lab in California could not this
enormous brain power be put on hold and their vast knowledge
and expertise be focused on our own planet’s woes? The citizens
of Earth would, I’m sure, prefer solutions to rising sea levels,
floods, forest fires and all other, severe and not so severe, natural
disasters to be found before we discover the secrets of a long
dead planet.
A couple in Norfolk watching incredible T.V. pictures of Mars and
beyond and recently from the James Webb telescope, must have
very mixed feelings. In a few years time their home and business
may be victim to coastal erosion but they may by then know
whether the dry river delta running into the dry solid lake on Mars
had something that could be recognised as a microbe 3.5 billion
years ago.
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Since drafting the above a further T.V. programme has aired
providing facts and figures in relation to the James Webb Space
Telescope. Twenty five years, 10,000 Scientists, £8 billion in
development. More amazing pictures for the Norfolk couple.
COLIN WATSON

ROUND BRITAIN QUIZ ANSWERS
All the answers are Cities and Towns in Britain.
1.

Swanage

2.

Whatchet

3.

Fishguard

4.

Prestatyn

5.

Blackburn

6.

Fleetwood

7.

Thurso

8.

Dornoch

9.

Eyemouth

10. Gateshead
11. Darlington
12. Leeds
13. Sheffield
14. Newmarket
15. Broadstairs
16. Selsey
17. Portsmouth
18. Torquay
19. Wrexham
20. Dumfries
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