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MINISTER’S LETTER
Clean exercise books!
See I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive
it? Isa. 43:19

This time of year always reminds me of going back to school after
the summer holidays. Moving up to a new class, perhaps, or even a
new school with a new uniform. I can’t say I hugely loved school so
those memories I don’t recall readily, but I did love being given new
exercise books. All last year’s blots, crossings-out or rude
comments from teachers had been thrown away; now all I had
before me were endless clean, blank pages waiting to receive the
brilliant compositions I was determined to produce that year.
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Fortunately, we don’t have to wait a year to make a new start with
God; He gives us a new exercise book every morning; ‘Therefore if
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone, the new
has come!’ (2 Cor. 5:17)
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It is so important to remember that we have a God who loves New
Beginnings, especially when life feels empty or merely a repetitive
grind. Unfortunately, God doesn’t always change our circumstances,
but He can change the way we feel about them. Rather than being
under our circumstances, He wants us to expect Him to give us all
kinds of gifts and blessings in the circumstances! And to expect new
ones every day!
The Rev Dr. Alan Redpath wrote ‘Sometimes He takes away that
which is most precious so that into the void of a life that is utterly
broken He may pour the glory of His indwelling love.
Every blessing,
Rev Tanya

Saturday 25th September 10am – 12Noon.
Lidgett Park Methodist Church
A Morning Together looking at how we move onward serving God.
To say the last 18 months has been difficult would be the biggest
understatement ever. As a church we have pulled together; had to
change how we do things.
I invite you to a time of reflection, that will include our Annual
General Church Meeting, to think about... How has this time
changed us? What we have learnt about ourselves as a church?
and How it has shaped us in moving forward as Christ’s disciples?
It would be lovely to see you there.
Every blessing Tanya
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
5 Sept

10.30 Revd Tanya Short
18.30 Revd Kerry Tankard

12 Sept

10.30 Dr Richard Vautrey

19 Sept

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

26 Sept

10.30 Mr David Laycock
18.30 Revd Tanya Short

Circuit Welcome
Service

Holy Communion

Ecumenical Service

Shadwell:
5 Sept

9.30

Mrs Ann Johnson

18.30 Revd Kerry Tankard

Circuit Welcome
Service Lidgett Park

12 Sept

9.30

Revd Tanya Short

Holy Communion

19 Sept

9.30

Mr John Summerwill

26 Sept

9.30

Revd Tanya Short

Reception into
Membership

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
Worship the Lord with gladness;
come into his presence with singing. Psalm 100.
THANK YOU.
I would like to thank everyone in our church family for the many
cards, phone calls, visits and flowers I have received following the
sudden death of my very dear son. This has been such a shock for
me when he seemed so well. David has always been there for me
and cared so much. It means a lot that so many have been thinking
of me and praying for me. Thank you to you all.
Christine Firth.
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MESSY CHURCH
Over the last 8 months Lidgett Park and Shadwell Methodist
Churches have joined in offering an online messy church. This has
been good fun, and we have met a lot of families!
The time has come, with the relaxation of the restrictions to think
about how we offer Messy Church from the Autumn, face to face,
on line or a combination of both?
If you are interested in Messy Church but haven't got involved so
far we would like to invite you to a meeting on Thursday 16th
September at 7.30pm, (the venue to be decided soon!).
Please contact Rev Tanya on 0113266679 if you would like to be a
part of this work - we would love you to be a part of it!
email: tanya.short65@gmail.com

Hope –
‘Your heart’s deepest longings.’
An 8-week Bible Study on Zoom
Friday mornings 10-11am
September 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th
October 1st, 8th, 22nd, 29th
Sometimes hope becomes so real that it’s almost tangible. We
experience God’s presence with us and praise easily flows from
our lips. At other times, especially when tragedy or hardship hits,
we wonder whether our hope will fail, leaving us exposed,
vulnerable and overwhelmed.
We will explore together both sides of hope, confronting doubts
and fears and reminding us of the great joy that awaits us in
Jesus.
Please Contact Rev Tanya if you are interested.
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s
Father of creation,
thank you for all that
you have made;
For the stunning diversity
of humankind, for the beauty of
every flower head, the abundance
of a healthy harvest.
Help us to tread lightly and
live wisely, remembering our
place in the great web of creation.
Challenge us where we need
to change our lifestyles, convict
us when we need to speak out
to amplify the voices of those
who are so often ignored. Give us
the courage to speak truth to power.
Send us out to play our part in
your work of restoring your world,
healing broken relationships, working
for justice and loving all peoples.
Amen
(Prayer from Christian Aid)
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REPORTS FOR GENERAL CHURCH MEETING
THE PROJECT 2020 – 2021.
As with most other things, the Project fund raising events have
been on hold during both local and national lockdowns.
What we, as a group, decided to do was to offer baking each month
to replace people being able to buy goodies at the Saturday Coffee
Mornings. This has been a highly successful venture and one that
has not only raised money but also kept us in touch with each other
and our loyal “customers”.
When the full national lockdown came in to being soon after
Christmas, when the virus was spreading quickly, we adjusted our
baking so that individual bakers baked only for one household, thus
restricting the number of contacts. This reduced our income from
the baking but still ensured that we were continuing to raise money.
I am delighted to say that the total amount raised for this year’s
Project – which is to help replenish Church funds during the past
year – is almost £4,500. Of this, £1,787 has been raised by baking
with another £1,230 from the sale of David’s cd, for which we thank
both David and Kathy Benson. After the sale of our June Afternoon
Teas at Home, we should have raised over £2,000 simply by our
baking.
Other monies have come into the Project fund and we are grateful
to all those who have donated to these. In this strange and antisocial time, it is good to know that the Church family still continues
to support each other and maintain some aspects of our life in
“normal” times.
The Project committee met in July to start to plan any events we
hope to be able to hold. If you have any ideas, or comments you
may wish us to bear in mind, please let one of us know.
Many, many thanks.
Margaret Farrar
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IDEAS FOR THE PROJECT 2021 – 2022.
Before the pandemic, one of the suggested charities for the Project
fund-raising was the locally-based Homeless Street Angels in a
combination with helping with Church funds. Obviously, this never
happened but it may be a good time to revisit this idea – either
simply assisting the charity or as another year of joint fund-raising
for the Church. The charity has been the subject of at least one
Look North programme and has obviously been needed during the
pandemic.
We would also ask if anyone else has a charity they would wish to
put forward to the GCM for consideration. These can be passed to
any one of the Project committee or one of the stewards. Or you
may think that we should again support our own church in this
difficult time. Whatever is decided, we can be assured that the
money raised will be extremely well appreciated.
Margaret Farrar
On behalf of the Project Group.

DRAMA GROUP REPORT 2020 – 2021
When we first started meeting on Zoom in February/March 2020
(after some initial technical hiccups!) I don’t think any of us imagined
we’d still be doing this fifteen months later or how it would be
possible to do “drama” online. However, our Tuesday night sessions
have been something to look forward to and we have been amusing
ourselves by revisiting all of Irving’s murder mysteries.
It was Mary Patchett’s suggestion that we try a Christmas
entertainment on Zoom, accompanied by pre-ordered food, and we
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were really gratified by how well it was received. Many thanks go out
to all those who cooked, baked and delivered the food.
We followed this up on March 6th with another entertainment that
was a little pot pourri that didn’t exactly go viral, but it did reach
Spain!
Like all other groups in the country, we hope it won’t be long before
we can meet again in person, but for the time being we’ll continue on
Zoom with a lot of help from Mary who has helped to keep us all
connected.
Carol Russell
Secretary Lidgett Park Drama Group June 2021
REPORT FROM WORSHIP CONSULTATION TO CHURCH
GENERAL MEETING.
•In the past year, much of our worship has been by Zoom,
YouTube, email or post. We are grateful to so many people who
have made that happen and particularly to Tanya who has borne
the brunt of it. We have also benefited from Tanya’s daily
meditations, which have supported and encouraged many of us.
Occasionally a few of us have been able to worship in church.
This could only take place with the efforts of more people. Our
thanks go to all those, who have enabled us to worship in many
different ways.
•In spite of the difficult times, Tanya went ahead to organise
some Messy Church on Zoom. This took much organisation and
preparation but it was worthwhile to see the children fully engage
with it. This will hopefully continue when we can all meet in
church.
•The Circuit produced Advent booklets for everyone. These were
so well received that they went on to produce Lent booklets. Our
thanks go to all the contributors, who guided our thinking at these
times.
•During Lent we put our cross outside church, adding thoughtprovoking words during Lent and celebrating Easter with flowers.
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•During Lent several Circuit Bible studies were done by Zoom,
which meant that people could join different ones, sharing
thoughts with new people.
• With so many services on Zoom it showed up the
inadequacies of our communication systems in church so we
invested in a new system, which was greatly improved once we
sorted out the “gremlins”. This will hopefully help to extend our
mission as we look forward to doing new things and not just sit
back and return to “normal”.
•During Tanya’s sabbatical we have been blessed with a variety
of excellent preachers, to whom we are grateful. We look
forward to welcoming Tanya, renewed and refreshed, back to
lead us as a church and as a circuit to an exciting future.
Patricia Davies
LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP
It's time to look forward, Ladies, and try to start our Meetings
again. These won't be in the same format as before as no
Speakers will be booked. In place of the evening Meetings, the
Committee have decided to hold a series of Coffee Mornings
mid-monthly until Christmas and see how comfortable you all are
to attend those. The dates are all Friday mornings, the first one
being on 17th September. Thereafter, 15th Oct., 19th Nov., and
17th Dec. commencing at 10.30am - 12.00pm, the venue being
the Community Hall. There won't be a membership fee, just a
plate for donations to cover the cost of tea/coffee and biscuits.
We are presuming that Covid precautions will still be in place, so
please wear a mask/follow distancing guidelines and sanitise
your hands on entry. You will be required to 'sign in' as usual.
Tables and chairs will have been disinfected.
Please come along and join us, we would all appreciate a 'catchup'. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Your Committee
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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS AT ST EDMUND’S CHURCH
SEPTEMBER 2021
Friday 10th September from 6pm
‘Brushed with Light: the making of a stained glass window’
A free event and talk
We are thrilled to be able to host this event, led by leading experts
in the restoration of stained glass, Jonathan and Ruth Cooke. Most
of their work is the conservation and restoration of church windows.
They also undertake projects for the National Trust and museums
countrywide. Jonathan Cooke is an ICON Accredited ConservatorRestorer (ACR).
6pm Church open for refreshments and tours. You are welcome to
take a self-guided tour or go round with one of our trained guides.
Quizzes for children are available. Ruth and Jonathan will be
available to answer questions.
7.30 pm prompt
Jonathan will give a talk demonstrating the processes of making a
stained glass window. You will be able to see various pieces of
equipment and materials. There will be an opportunity for questions
and answers at the end of the talk.
Edible England Open Morning and Church Tours
Saturday September 11th 10am to 2pm
A great Yorkshire welcome awaits with food stalls including jams
and chutneys, refreshments and tours round our church. Children
can join in with the main tour or take their own tour using our
carefully prepared quiz sheets. Refreshments will be available
throughout the event including light lunches and freshly baked
cakes, scones and biscuits.
REAP - COME AND JOIN YOUR LOCAL
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMUNITY GROUP.
With the climate emergency hitting the headlines
every day and with the Cop26 Climate Conference
just around the corner, there is no better time to join
your local environmental action group, the
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Roundhay Environmental Action Project.
REAP stands for:Roundhay – A truly local group
Environment – From more trees to less plastic and everything in
between
Action – We run Oakwood Farmers’ Market, support tree
planting, engage with schools, research green energy and so on
Project – There are tangible things you can be a part of, for
example–the edible bed, energy and transport consultations, the
market, etc
None of us can fail to be aware of the global climate and
ecological emergency that is upon us, but it is often hard for us as
individuals, to know how to respond. But……….…by joining
REAP you can link up with other local people to act together, both
within Roundhay and by contributing to city-wide actions and
debates.
REAP’s overall aim is to promote positive local action on climate
change and the environment, to build community and to make our
area a more sustainable place in which to live. We have a 14-year
history of making things happen on this theme, for example: –
Green Hustings to challenge politicians at election time, expert
talks on melting ice in the Arctic, encouragement of cycling
through the Tour de Roundhay community event, Roundhay Open
Gardens, information events on the latest green technology.
Now is the time – the Climate Emergency is the biggest challenge
in our lifetime and has grave implications for our children and
grandchildren. Be part of the solution by joining REAP, and if you
sign up before the 31st October 2021 your name will be put into a
prize draw for a £50 token to spend at the Farmers’ Market
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Membership is free. You can find the application form for
membership on our website at www.reap-leeds.org.uk or in our
leaflet available at the REAP stall at the Oakwood Farmers’ Market
held on the third Saturday of every month. If you would like further
information, email us on info@reap-leeds.org.uk
THE ONE THAT NEARLY GOT AWAY (but glad it didn’t)
The week had started off well. A good soaking and then the sun
came out gradually getting warmer and warmer. As I developed, I
suddenly felt superior to my neighbours who had not had my
advantages of water and sun at the right time. I also felt in a
privileged position being a singleton and not part of a bunch
competing to share resources.
Overhanging leaves and flashing metal discs had protected me
from falling into the clutches of the local squirrel and greedy
pigeon, but I knew, not for much longer, from the attention of ‘The
Collector’.
Over the last few days my companions were, one by one, tested
for ripeness and, if ready, taken from their stalks and deposited in
some form of transparent holding vessel. Whether by design or
due to my hidden position ‘The Collector’ twice passed me by but
took my companions. Third time, however, proved unlucky for me
and I was detached but with others proved more than a handful
and I fell to the open ground. Although undamaged I was not
picked up immediately. ‘The Collector’ continued with my
companions and moved away. How could ‘The Collector’ ignore
this prize specimen so plainly in view? Time passed but I had not
been forgotten. Eventually I was picked up and joined my
companions in a refreshing wash down.
A few moments later we were gently tipped onto a surface which
was not quite large enough to accommodate our number and
while The Collector’s attention was focussed elsewhere, I rolled
away from my companions to a place that provided more secrecy
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than my leaves. From my place of concealment, I watched as my
companions were placed gently into a different holding vessel
which, when filled, was closed and removed from my sight.
That early sense of adventure began to fade as the hours passed
and my place of concealment proved secure even though The
Collector came very close on a number of occasions. Eventually,
as my surroundings became truly black, at least outdoors I had
moonlight to comfort me, I became truly apprehensive. What
harm could I come to in this strange environment? What
unforeseen creatures could be lurking within that black hole that
preferred darkness to light? It was a very long dark period.
As light returned so did The Collector and I found myself hoping
that I would be removed from my place of concealment. However
grand and superior I thought I was I could not face another period
alone and in darkness. Hours went by and I was not discovered.
As I felt my body beging to dry out and contract I looked out and
saw The Collector tip another group of companions onto the
same surface from which I had ‘escaped’. How I longed to join
them.
As if being heard, as The Collector was carefully drying my
companions, a number of the group rolled from the pile and
stopped close to and almost touching me. The Collector retrieved
the group and, joy of joy, included me amongst them. My
punishment for hiding – another wash.
Soon I had joined my companions in that closed holding vessel
happy in the knowledge that, as I got colder and colder, whatever
the outcome of my deep sleep I would not be alone.
Colin Watson
Irene Rajah sends good wishes from herself and Mano in Sri
Lanka. She sends us a link to some helpful spiritual resources.
https://thereishope.co.uk
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A THOUGHT FOR ONE DAY
Radio 4 listeners may have noted that some broadcasting time
was given to dealing with the topic of burglary. Victims spoke of
their distress, invasion of privacy, damage to property and
personal loss. Interestingly a gentleman was also given
airtime. By profession he was for many years a burglar who
sussed out his next job watching the habits of occupiers and their
vulnerability. He eventually served a prison sentence when later
overwhelmed with remorse and helped by education he became
a professional supporter of victims offering hints on how to keep
safe, simple suggestions such as never leaving a wallet in view of
a window, ensuring doors and windows were locked when
leaving the house and safe hiding places for keys. His sadness is
that he can never have the chance to apologise to the many he
hurt.
This reminded me of the last and worst burglary of my house
about two years ago. I went to visit Connie Wager, was away for
about 45 minutes and returned to find broken glass all over the
kitchen floor and hall, every room trashed and later the burglars
returned and stole my car.
Jesus told a story of a victim of crime who suffered physical injury
but crime can also have long term emotional damage.
Strangely enough I didn't care that strangers had intruded into my
house. I cared for the loss of all my personal jewellery never to
be replaced such as bridesmaids presents, a 21st birthday ring
but most of all a silver locket hardly worn but when my father died
suddenly aged 62 I was able to sit and talk to him in our family
home and cut a lock of his hair placed in the locket.
I met good samaritans in the form of two kind policemen who
arranged a fingerprint person, contacted a locksmith and Care
and Repair, and arranged for someone to stay the night with me.
They also suggested that should the criminals ever be arrested
would I with their permission be willing to speak to them.
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Although I answered yes it never happened, but I gave much
thought to what I would say.
Barbara Holmes
THE SAMARITANS
I am a supporter of The Samaritans and if like me you may have
received some information with their appeal. Enclosed was ‘The
pocket guide to mindfulness and wellbeing, a selection of proverbs
from around the world’. I have selected two.
"The greatest wisdom of all is kindness” Hebrew Proverb
Try to do one kind thing every day
Acts of kindness can help us feel good about ourselves and more
connected to others.
Call a friend and see how they are doing. Even just listening can
be a great help.
"If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go
together." African Proverb
We are often so busy with our own lives that we forget to share the
positive things and our problems with others. Take a few minutes
to phone a friend and chat about what's been good and bad about
your day.
Barbara Holmes
COFFEE, CAKES AND CHAT: A WELCOME RETURN OF
SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS.
It was wonderful to see so many people on Saturday August 7th at
the first Coffee Morning for eighteen months. Not quite as it was
before – but in some ways, even better!
The Youth Hall became a table-service coffee shop, with well
spaced tables both inside and out, decorated with flowers from the
garden of Sue and Alan Wittrick. Coffee and tea were made in the

16
Youth kitchen whilst cakes and other bakes were sold in the
Gledhow room, with the Project Baking Group providing a delicious
array of goodies.
The bookstall, dvd and cd stall and the Fairtrade stall did not open
this time: we wanted to assess the response to re-opening and be
sure that the space felt safe for everyone. With the agreement of
the Covid group, we will look to starting those within the next
month or two. As with the cake stall, they will be separate from the
coffee shop and make use of other space around the foyer/lounge
area. We look forward to their return.
I will be in touch with Caring for Life to see if they are willing to sell
their much-loved free-range eggs to us again. The decision to stop
these was that of CfL, not ourselves, and so we are in their hands
as to this possibility.
The response to the morning was so positive it was heartwarming.
We saw people we had not seen for many months including some
regular Coffee Morning customers who are not Church members.
All the tables were full at one point, with chats and laughter
abounding! The comments from those at church on Sunday
morning convinced us of how appreciated it had been.
At the time of writing, the morning has raised £280 for the Project
for which many thanks. I would also like to express sincere
gratitude to Sue and Alan for helping to instigate the Coffee
Morning and buying in all the coffee, tea, milk and biscuits; to Liz
and Stan Pearson for helping out on the day; to Becky Todd for her
help on the evening before and Saturday morning and last, but not
least, to Jackie Bennett for all she did on Friday evening to help us
plan the arrangements, set out the tables and ensure that the
premises were safe and clean.
We look forward to seeing you all again in September - and also
to other events that the Project Group are beginning to plan!
Margaret Farrar On behalf of the Project Group.
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BOOK REVIEW: Double Cross. The True Story of the D Day
Spies, by Ben Macintyre, 2012.
'The enemy must not know where I intend to give battle. For if he
does not know where I intend to give battle he must prepare in a
great many places. And when he prepares in a great many places,
those I have to fight in any one place will be few. And when he
prepares everywhere he will be weak everywhere.' Scholars
debate whether or not Sun Tzu did actually write those sentences
in his classic work, The Art of War, but whether he did or somebody
else was the military strategist concerned need not concern us. It
seems best to straightforwardly recognize that it is good advice.
Great Britain led the way in practising this form of strategy when
playing her part in the invasion of Europe in 1944. 'D Day today as
a monumental victory and, with hindsight, historically inevitable. It
did not look that way in prospect.,' Ben Macintyre writes in this
book, 'Amphibious assaults are among the most difficult operations
in warfare. The Germans had constructed a “zone of death” along
the French coast more than five miles deep, a lethal obstacle
course of barbed wire, concrete, and over six million mines, behind
which lay heavy gun emplacements, machine gun posts, and
bunkers … German forces in occupied France greatly outnumbered
the invaders, but if they could be kept in the wrong place at the
right time, then the numerical equation appeared less daunting. By
1944, the war was claiming ten million people a year. The stakes
could not have been higher, or the margin for error smaller.'
It was 'utterly impossible to disguise the fact that the major attack
would come somewhere between the Cherbourg Peninsula and
Dunkirk,' one of the planners emphasized, and the most obvious
target was the Pas de Calais in the northeast, the region nearest to
the British coast. Once they were in Allied hands, the deep water
ports at Calais and Boulogne could easily be resupplied and
reinforced, and a bridgehead in Calais would offer the most direct
route for a march on Paris and the German industrial heartland in
the Ruhr. The logic of attacking Calais was, of course, not lost on
the German tacticians or Hitler, who stated that 'it is here that the
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enemy must and will attack, and it is here … that the decisive battle
against the landing forces will be fought.' As early as June 1943,
though, Allied military planners had concluded that, in Macintyre's
words, 'the coast of Normandy north of Caen represented a better
target. The Normandy beaches were long, wide, and gently
sloping, with suitable gaps in the dunes through which an invading
force could spread quickly inland. The lack of a deep-water
anchorage would be ingeniously solved by constructing vast
artificial ports, codenamed “Mulberry harbours.” The successful
deception surrounding the Sicilian landings in 1943 had persuaded
the Germans that the most likely target was not the real target.
Now, the aim was reversed: Hitler must be made to think that the
most probable target really was the target. Along the mighty
Atlantic Wall the brickwork was thinnest in Normandy. That was
where the wrecking ball would hit. But in order to strike with
maximum effect, the truth would need to be protected by a
bodyguard of liars.' British intelligence officers had already done a
remarkable job in turning German spies into double agents. This
was the Double Cross System, coordinated by the ultra secret
Twenty Committee, so named because the number twenty in
Roman numerals XX forms a double cross.
There were five spies who formed the nucleus of the Double Cross
System in relation to the Normandy landings. They were in no
particular order a bisexual Peruvian playgirl called Elvira
Concepcion Joselina de la Fuente Chaudoir; a tiny Polish fighter
pilot called Roman Czerniawski; a mercurial Frenchwoman called
Lily Sergeyev; a Serbian seducer called Dusko Popov; and a
deeply eccentric Spaniard with a diploma in chicken farming called
Juan Pujol Garcia. Their code names were respectively Bronx,
Brutus, Treasure, Tricycle, and Garbo. Lily Sergeyev was so
obsessed with her pet dog that she came close to derailing the
entire invasion. Scarcely credibly, this bunch of headcases
completely fooled the Abwehr, the German Secret Service, who
thought that they were running them. There is not enough space to
tell the full story, which, characteristically, Macintyre does
compellingly in this very interesting book, which is still to be found
in secondhand book shops as well as libraries. One thing that
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comes across yet again is that Churchill was so right to rule out
any attempt to assassinate Hitler. He did so much damage as a
disastrous war leader that he was best kept alive.That he kept no
less than 250,000 troops in Norway to the end beggars belief.
GEOFFREY K FRY
MARTYRS
At the end of June I had the great pleasure of visiting the British
Museum’s exhibition about Thomas of Canterbury. He was killed
on 29 December 1170 and was canonised by Pope Alexander III
in 1173. The extraordinary speed with which he was sanctified as
a martyr and the equally extraordinary speed with which his cult
spread were of course a result of the high profile of the murder
and the sensational sequence of events: King versus Archbishop,
the knights killing Thomas within the very walls of his own
cathedral, and then Henry II’s spectacular public penance. But
the cult’s energetic promotion, nationally and internationally, was
because the archbishop’s death was instantly weaponised by the
church in a European-wide struggle between the religious and
secular powers in these centuries.
Politics and martyrdom have often been intertwined, never more
so than in the ‘Age of Martyrs’ in the first three centuries of
Christianity. The great waves of Roman persecution coincided
with times of political difficulty, either because the emperor
himself needed to find scapegoats (as in the case of Nero in the
first century) or, more usually, because the empire itself was
under stress (as in the time of Diocletian at the end of the third).
The Romans generally didn’t bother much about what people
actually believed. But what they were concerned about was
adherence to social norms in support of social order; and it was
when they tightened up on these, as a way of exerting authority
at a time of threat, that Christians fell foul of law and custom and
were then killed as convenient public examples of what happens
to those who refused to comply. The actual beliefs of the victims
were not closely enquired into; the issues, rather, were their
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refusal to conform, their tendency to cohere as a group apart,
holding to a loyalty above the emperor, and their practice of
meeting in secret, which created huge suspicion in an empire
always paranoid about secret societies. Religious toleration was
pronounced by Constantine in 313, and in the late fourth century
Christianity became the official religion of the empire. This radical
change marked the end of the ‘Age of Martyrs’, but not, of course,
the end of martyrdoms. The difference was that there were fewer
mass martyrdoms; and circumstances were usually more particular
and individualised, although not necessarily separated from
politics, just as Thomas’s was not, nor the killings of Latimer,
Ridley and Cranmer, commemorated by the Martyrs’ Memorial in
Oxford. They were burnt at the stake for their protestant beliefs
when Mary Tudor led England back to Rome for the short duration
of her reign. Martyrs have often been victims of conflicts within
Christianity itself.
In the light of history, we define a ‘martyr’ as someone who suffers
persecution and death for resolutely upholding and so ‘witnessing
to’ their religious belief. When, in Acts 1 v.8, Jesus tells the
disciples that they will receive the Holy Spirit and so be
empowered to become ‘witnesses’ to Christ throughout the world,
the word used is μάρτυρες [martyres]. This is nothing to do with
how they will die; it is all about how they will spread the gospel,
how they will be ‘witnesses’ to what they have seen and learnt.
Witnessing to the power of faith to the point of death is the most
extreme form of public witness. These repeated examples across
the centuries, inspiring believers and sometimes even converting
non-believers, are why the word ‘martyr’ has come to have the
specialised meaning that it does today.
Joyce Hill
WHO SAID THAT?
From the end of August and through the month of September we
have been given the letter of James as part of our lectionary
readings. It was a letter written to a socially and economically
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divided community with extremes of richness and poverty and so it
is of great relevance to us as we seek to apply our Christian faith
to the world.
In chapter 3 we are treated to a wonderful passage on the dangers
of gossip. A small part of the body like the tongue can have major
effects. James uses illustrations such as the bit in the horse’s
mouth turning the whole animal or the small rudder determining
the direction of the whole ship or the forest being set on fire by a
small spark. What we say can have great effects for both good and
bad.
Gossip and wounding remarks have always been something that
can cause great harm, but we are seeing its effects magnified in
this age of social media. There is a major problem with the online
bullying of children. We get repeated examples of the vicious
trolling of people on platforms such as twitter and we have an age
where leaders of nations often make hasty and ill considered
comments in this way.
A recent article in The Times (Bryan Appleyard Sunday August 01
2021) draws attention to the devastating effect reckless (and
untrue) remarks about the Oxford AstraZenaca vaccine by
European leaders have had on the availability of an effective
vaccine in Africa. To quote the article ‘For idealistic scientists, the
dream of low-priced vaccines for the world lies in ruins. “The one
vaccine that’s not-for-profit,” said Adam Ritchie, who worked on the
vaccine at Oxford University’s Jenner Institute, “is the one that has
been dumped on over and over and over again.”’ President
Kenyatta observed that “scientists across the world were working
together until politicians started the wars of vaccine nationalism,
with the AstraZeneca jab and Africa the primary victims.”
Gossip and rumour mongering have always been harmful when
truth is so often a casualty. What a shame it is when people who
should know better succumb to its temptation.
Stan Pearson
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