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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
Watching or listening to the news or reading our daily newspaper is
rarely an easy task but it feels even more difficult at present! The
state of the economy, fuel prices, the rising cost of living and the
threat of strike action is ever present.
Alongside this issue we have also seen much in our news about
climate change and the devastating effect that this is having in our
world today. Urgent action is needed more than ever and as one
placard at a recent demonstration on this issue put it so starkly
‘There is no planet B’.
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As we celebrate Harvest this month, as individuals and households
let us challenge ourselves very practically to think about how our
actions can impact the environment in lots of different ways and we
are learning about alternatives that we can choose to take up to
reduce the damage that we can inflict through our less thoughtful
actions. Climate change is a huge issue but by doing ‘our bit’ we
can make a collective difference. It is humbling that many children
and young people are leading the way on this issue and showing
the adults how it can be done to build a sustainable planet for
future generations.
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One of the prayers in a past Methodist Prayer Handbook where we
offer prayers for all creation begins ‘Lord, you created this world
we call ours’. It reminds me of the first line of the hymn ‘God, in his
love for us, lent us this planet’ and the sentiments of Psalm 8
where the Psalmist marvels at the world that God has made and
how God has given us the responsibility to look after it.
How we treat creation says something about our relationship with
God.
If we are careless and wasteful, selfish and thoughtless, what does
that say about how we feel about the Creator who has entrusted it
to us in the first place? This world is still a beautiful world. This
world still gives us so much that inspires us. This world brings us
so much pleasure and enjoyment. But for how much longer? We
can’t have the world’s beauty and inspiration and we can’t have
the pleasure and enjoyment it brings without having a
responsibility to care for it too.
Every blessing, Tanya

Congratulations to Audrey
Gabbitas on her 90th
Birthday
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WORSHIP IN OCTOBER
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
2 Oct
10.30 Revd Tanya Short
Harvest Festival
9 Oct
10.30 Rev Dr Madeleine Andrews
16 Oct
10.30 Ms Mary Patchett
23 Oct
10.30 Mr Michael Prince
30 Oct
10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers
Holy Communion
18.30 St Andrew’s Church
Ecumenical Service
Shadwell:
2 Oct
9.30 Mrs Dorothy Turnpenny
9 Oct
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Harvest Festival
16 Oct
9.30 Mr Steven Jones
23 Oct
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Holy Communion
30 Oct
9.30 Revd George Bailey
Circuit Service 16th October 4.00 pm At the Armouries with Leeds
Sanctuary and Leeds S&W Circuit
Lidgett Park/ Shadwell Messy Church 26th Oct 4.00 pm (Venue
tba)
PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s
Eternal God,
We live in uncertain and challenging times, but we give thanks for
the life and service of our late Queen, Elizabeth. In her commitment
to her people, her faith in your good purpose and her sense of duty
we have been blessed with stability in a changing world. Beyond
our own country, the nations of the Commonwealth were dear to
her heart, and we thank you for the respect and dignity she gave to
all people.
We thank you for our new King, Charles. We know of his
commitment to the health and well-being not just of our own
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country but also our planet and the environment. He has been
farsighted in the warnings he has given over the years. He has
promised that this work and his charitable work with young people
will continue and for this we give thanks. We ask you to strengthen
and bless him as he assumes the responsibilities of the monarch.
Amen

NOTICES
Did you know you can hire Shadwell Methodist Church
rooms?
There are various prices depending on what rooms are needed
and the length of hire.
£75 full day use of Church, Kitchen room & garden
£50 in church, Kitchen room & garden am or pm
£50 all day kitchen room & garden
£25 kitchen room & garden am or pm
Contact Emelia Peterson 01132892147
A Listening Space
A small group of enthusiastic volunteers met to discuss the
possibility of starting ‘A Listening Space’ which was first
discussed in Autumn 2021.
It has been decided that we would trial this venture for six
months, giving it time to grow. The front of the church would be
open every Thursday between 1.30-3.30pm, providing a time
and space that the church can offer to those that need company,
space to be and pray, a place where they can share a coffee and
have conversation. We will need two volunteers per session.
If you feel you may be able to offer some time, whether it be
weekly, fortnightly or monthly please add your name to the list of
interested volunteers in the foyer.
Many thanks, Tanya
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BREADS AND CAKES QUIZ
All the answers are either breads or cakes.
1. A mountainous country bowls a ball
2. The union one blows in the wind
3. A piece of a large northern country
4. A calendar and a tree
5. A colour with an AC inside
6. A Queen and an Earl
7. A light, sour, shower
8. Not a long loaf
9. Classic waltz
10.Grandma’s favourite
11.Strong liquor and a card game
12.Pensioners bread
13.Heavenly confection
14.What you do with a car, less the g
15.A pair of these could be worn by a lady
With thanks to Jean Hopkinson. Answers on page 17
PROJECT NEWS. OCTOBER 2022.
The Harvest weekend will be here soon after you read this, and I
hope those of you who are joining us for the Coffee Morning, lunch
and Wesley Singers concert (or even just one of those) will enjoy
celebrating together in this community event.
I have been in touch with Zarach – our Project charity this year –
and they hope to send a speaker to us in the near future. Being
such a small charity means that they have only a few people who
are able to come and speak to us – and some of them work in other
full-time jobs! We will advertise the date we can arrange as soon as
possible. Given the current economic climate, their work is even
more necessary, and we hope we can raise a good sum of money
throughout the year to support them.
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The Project Group held a meeting in early September and we hope
you can book these dates in your diary!
Tuesday December 20th : Christmas Concert with the YEP Brass
and the Wendel Singers.
Sunday February 12th – after the church service : the return of our
delicious sausage and mash lunch followed by crumble and
custard.
Friday May 19th : concert by the Castleford Young Musicians, who
we are delighted to welcome back.
We are hoping that we can hold an Open Garden event next
summer – if you feel able to host a gathering in your garden,
please let one of us know. Some people offer refreshments, others
don’t, and there is no obligation to do so, just offer folk a chance to
sit and chat for a while with friends (hopefully in the sun!)
We also will be planning other events so if you have any
suggestions, do please let one of us know – we are always looking
for new ideas.
As always, we thank you for your unstinting support of our events
and the charities which they support. Despite all that has happened
in the last two years, the church has still been able to donate
considerable funds to those less fortunate than ourselves and we
hope to be able to continue in this much needed fund-raising.
Margaret Farrar
On behalf of the Project Group.
THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER
The fullness of Christian life cannot be known except in fellowship fellowship with God and fellowship with one another. Moreover, the
purposes of God in this world require a social organism by which to
express themselves.
W.E. Sangster

8
EDWARD THE CONFESSOR
King Edward (ruled 1042-1066) is one of several royal saints of
Anglo-Saxon England. All except Edward achieved their sanctity
by popular acclaim, the way saints were always made in the
western church until a more legalistic papally-controlled
procedure developed in the twelfth century. In early centuries
people were often acclaimed as saints because of their steadfast
willingness to die for the faith in the Roman persecutions, so
becoming ‘martyrs’ from the Greek for ‘witness’. Later, when the
historical circumstances no longer exacted this extreme form of
witness, the church began to use the term ‘confessor’ for those
marked out as saintly figures by the manner of their life. Edward,
who later became Edward the Confessor, died in his bed on 5
January 1066. But he was not canonized until 11 February 1161,
when Pope Alexander III, using the new system for making saints,
issued a sealed proclamation (a papal bull). Edward is
consequently the only English king to have been canonized by the
Pope using this quasi-legal procedure.
You may wonder what he did to deserve it. The short answer is:
not a lot. He married Earl Godwin’s elder daughter Edith who,
after his death, had a Life written about him. Her motives were
complex: this was, after all, just at the time when William the
Conqueror overthrew the country’s Anglo-Saxon heritage, which
she clearly wished to honour through her husband’s memory. It
naturally puts Edward in a good light, but it does not have the fullblown characteristics of a saint’s life. To become that, and so be
capable of supporting a campaign for him to be recognised as a
saint, it was rewritten in the early 1100s. The man who did this,
Osbert of Clare, was Prior of Westminster Abbey, which Edward
had lavishly rebuilt and where he was buried. Of course, the
monks of Westminster had every incentive to promote Edward’s
cult, and Osbert approached his task in the full knowledge of how
he needed to modify the narrative and its interpretation. In
particular, he seized upon the fact that Edward and Edith had not
had any children and turned this into an argument that the king
had been a saintly celibate even within marriage. Even so, when
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Osbert put the case to Pope Innocent II in 1139, the Pope
postponed a decision, saying that there was not enough evidence.
Another factor might well have been that the Pope and King
Stephen of England had quarrelled. Twenty years later, however,
the political situation changed. There was a dispute over the papal
succession in 1159, and Alexander III became Pope with the
strong support of Stephen’s successor, Henry II. Henry, at this
remove from the brutality of the Norman Conquest, conducted
something of a campaign throughout his reign to rehabilitate the
country’s Anglo-Saxon past, and this sat well with the continuing
desire of the Westminster monks to promote Edward’s cult. So a
fresh approach was made to the papacy, with Alexander’s
agreement in 1161 capable of being seen as a political reward for
Henry’s support in his election. Edward’s cult was further
promoted by Henry III who, in 1269, on 13 October — now
Edward’s feast-day — moved (translated) the body to a new
shrine, where it remains today.
Edward, succeeded by his brother-in-law Harold, became one of
the national saints of England. But in 1351, following Edward II’s
establishment of the Order of the Garter, George of Lydda was
proclaimed the country’s patron saint.
Joyce Hill

LIDGETT PARK LADIES’ GROUP
October 21st (not the 31st as noted in September's LINK) 'Growing up in Wartime' by Audrey Gabbitas, a long time member
of our group. We meet in the Community Hall on the third Friday
of the month at 10.30 am. Do feel you can drop in even if you
can't come on a regular basis - you will be very welcome. There
is a charge of £3 to cover the cost of fees and refreshments.
Lynne Pullein
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OBERAMMERGAU 2022
In 1632, during the time of the Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) Europe
was also ravaged by the Plague. Many thousands died but owing to
its situation in an isolated valley in the Bavarian Alps the small village
of Oberammergau was unaffected and the people imposed a ban on
anyone either entering or leaving the village. During this time of selfisolation, the villagers occupied their time in the construction of a
new church. On the day of its consecration a young man called
Kaspar Schisler, a former resident of Oberammergau who had been
working away, broke the blockade and brought the plague into the
village. He died the very next day and at least 80 villagers died from
the disease.
As a consequence, the 12 leading men of the village went to the
Church and made a vow to God on behalf of the whole community
requesting Him to spare the village from any further deaths from this
terrible disease and as a thanksgiving they would perform a play
about Christ’s suffering and death every 10 years until the end of
time. From that moment it is said that there were no further deaths
from the plague in Oberammergau.
The first performance of what is now known as the Oberammergau
Passion Play took place the following year. In 1680 it was decided
that the play should be performed on every decade year, and this
has been the case ever since with a few exceptions. There was a
tercentenary performance in 1934, but no performance in 1940
owing to World War 2, the next performance being in 1950. The
2020 performance was delayed until this year on account of the
Covid crisis, and coincidentally it is exactly 100 years since the 1920
performance was postponed until 1922 as a result of the Spanish flu
outbreak. For 200 years the play was performed in the cemetery
near the church, and the present theatre was built in 1900.
I flew to Munich on August Bank Holiday weekend where I met up
with some of the group and we were driven to Innsbruck where we
met the rest of the party who had arrived earlier in the day. There
were 27 of us altogether. We spent two days in Innsbruck and also
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visited Salzburg, where it rained for the entire time. From there we
moved to Oberammergau, the highlight of our trip.
Accommodation and all other arrangements at this point are the
responsibility of the Committee in Oberammergau and our party was
split up into two hotels with 24 in a hotel in the centre of the village
and we three single ladies, together with the tour guide, in another
hotel a little further out but within easy walking distance of the centre.
Day 4, Thursday, was the day we had all been looking forward to. In
the morning most of us went to a free 45-minute presentation at the
Theatre by the Assistant Director of the play, followed by a questionand-answer session. Funding for the play comes entirely from the
profits of the previous production and, sadly, it has not been a sellout this year, probably for the first time, and presumably on account
of the worldwide political and financial situation. We learned that
only those residents who are born in the village or have lived there
for at least 20 years are able to take part in the production, and
everyone volunteering will be given a role of some kind.
After the presentation there was time for a stroll around the village to
buy souvenirs and have some lunch. The afternoon session began
at 1.30pm so we were back at the theatre by 12.30 for a security
check before taking our seats. The open-air Passion Play Theatre
seats 4,500 under cover on simple wooden seats. We were able to
hire cushions from our hotel, and also blankets if we wished.
The play commenced with the entry into Jerusalem, when I thought
of our own Palm Sunday celebrations with the children waving their
palm branches. After each stage of the New Testament story of the
Passion, there is a tableau scene of a relevant situation from the Old
Testament which serves as a meditative point of reflection whilst the
60-strong choir, including some very talented soloists, sing an
appropriate anthem. This session culminated in the Garden of
Gethsemane. We then left for an early evening meal at a venue to
which we had been allocated. We three ladies had our meal at our
hotel, but the rest of the party were in a large hall seating 600
people.
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We returned to the theatre in good time for another security check
prior to the commencement of the second half at 7pm, ending with
the crucifixion and resurrection.
I found the most moving part of the story to be the Last Supper and
particularly the washing of the feet which was accompanied by
appropriate poignant music from the orchestra, all of whom would
have had the opportunity to learn to play an instrument as children. I
feel extremely privileged to have been able to share in this deeply
emotional and spiritual journey.
Anne Millett
Thank you Anne for a very interesting article. Ed.

CAPTION COMPETITION
Any suggestions for a suitable caption?
You deserve a bit of relaxation Tanya
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC
It’s thought that some three million people around the world have
had an encounter with Queen Elizabeth – some fleeting, others
more prolonged.
My own goes back to an invitation from the Queen to me and my
wife to stay at Windsor Castle for a night, for what our children
called ‘a sleep over’. There were a dozen guests and their partners
at Dinner.
After the meal The Queen led us all to the Library where the
Archivist had curated a personal exhibition for each of the twelve
principal guests. One table was adorned by a jaw-dropping
collection of Michael Angelo drawings!
The Queen led me to mine - it included the diary of Queen Victoria
writing about her appointment of the first Bishop of Liverpool in a
spat between the outgoing and incoming Prime Ministers – Disraeli
and Gladstone.
Just like her predecessor faith has been integral to the life of
Queen Elizabeth.
One of her most significant speeches was at Lambeth Palace in
2012 at a Reception for Faith Leaders to mark her Diamond
Jubilee. She spoke about the Established Church.
“Its role is not to defend Anglicanism to the exclusion of other
religions. Instead, the church has a duty to protect the free practice
of all faiths in this country”.
She was reiterating what the Prince of Wales had said 18 years
earlier in 1994, that as the future Defender of the Faith his desire
was to be ‘the protector’ of all faiths. As so often, King Charles was
ahead of his time.
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This commitment by both Queen and King has contributed to the
harmony between the different religions in the United Kingdom.
It’s done so in the face of hostile forces that distort religion and
threaten the security of the world. Indeed, the future stability of our
society depends on harmonising relationships between the faiths
and between ethnic groups. And the King has committed himself
to such diversity throughout his life.
At that Lambeth Palace Reception Rowan Williams, the then
Archbishop of Canterbury, drew laughter from the multifaith
gathering by saying, with a twinkle in his eye, that the Queen had
shown that being religious was ‘not eccentric or abnormal’!
I believe many will see in the Queen’s Funeral and at the King’s
Coronation that their values of faith will be, in these moments,
both natural and eternal.
The Right Reverend James Jones KBE Author of ‘Justice for
Christ’s Sake’ (SPCK)
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH
We look forward to seeing you at our next Cafe/
Coffee events:
Cafe Morning on Tuesday 11th October (10.30 1.00).
Coffee and Cakes on Saturday 22nd October
(10-12) which includes our Christmas Fare with
Christmas Card, paper, gifts and plants.
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH
WHAT’S ON Sept – Dec 2022
Saturday 24.9.22 – Coffee Morning 10 -12
Sunday 9.10.22 – Harvest Service & Lunch 10.30
Tuesday 11.10.22 Café Morning 10.30 – 1pm
Saturday 22.10.22 –Autumn Fayre & Coffee Moring 10 - 12
Sunday 13.11.22 - Remembrance & thanks giving Service 3pm
Tuesday 15.11.22 - Café Morning 10.30- 1pm
Wednesday 23.11.22 - Lidgett Park & Shadwell Methodist Messy
Church at Lidgett Park 4pm
Saturday 26.11.22 – Coffee Morning 10-12
Wednesday 7.12.22 Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Sunday 11.12.22 Café Church 9.30
Tuesday 13.12.22 – Café Morning 10.30-1pm
Wednesday 14.12.22 - Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Sunday 18.12.22 – Carol Service 9.30am
Wednesday 21.12.22- Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Tuesday 20.12.22 Carols around the Village 6pm
Wednesday 21.12.22 - Lidgett Park & Shadwell Methodist Messy
Church at Shadwell 4pm
Sunday 25.12.22 – Christmas Day Worship
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BREAD AND CAKES QUIZ ANSWERS
1. Swiss roll
2. Flapjack
3. Russian Slice
4. Date and Walnut Cake
5. Macaroon
6. Victoria Sandwich
7. Lemon drizzle cake
8. Shortcake
9. Viennese Whirl
10. Naan Bread
11. Brandy Snap
12. Chelsea Bun
13. Angel Cake
14. Parkin
15. Bloomers

ENDNOTE
During the coverage of the Queen’s funeral reference has been
made to the poem by Minnie Louise Haskins which the late Queen
drew to the attention of her father King George Vl as he prepared
for his Christmas broadcast at the onset of World War ll in 1939.
The poem remained a favourite of the Queen throughout her life.
In these uncertain times here is an extract from it.
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown".
And he replied:
"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known
way".
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly into the
night.
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in the
lone East.
Minnie Louise Haskins
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