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MINISTER’S LETTER
This year, once again we celebrate Remembrance, marking the
sacrifice made by the unimaginably vast number of people who lost
their lives in the two world wars. Each year at Remembrance
services there are less surviving veterans, each year we get further
away from living memory of the horror that those two world wars
brought.
You could not have lived through those times and been unaffected,
it was a local, national and global calamity but before very long,
World War II will no longer dwell in the minds of those who lived
through that horror but will be consigned to the dry pages of history.
It feels to me that it is it no coincidence that, almost imperceptibly,
the lessons learned in blood are fading from memory as well. The
rise of the far right, an increased acceptability of divisive language,
the rejection and dehumanisation of those who are different to us.
The philosopher George Santayana once said “those who cannot
remember the past are doomed to repeat it.” There are people that
understand the impact of war in this country but it is no longer
national consciousness.
So in this time how should we remember?
Perhaps our response should be to desire Micah’s vision of
universal peace in our world:
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‘They will beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will
they train for war anymore.’ (Micah 4:3).
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However, it can feel frustrating to keep asking God for peace,
when we continue to see such violence and unrest in our world.
The Bible makes it clear that peace is not just the absence of war
or being untroubled. It means being in a right relationship with God
with other people and with wider society. Of course, Micah’s words
are looking to end of time when God will make all things new.
However, these promises also can speak to us now.
The ministry of Jesus demonstrated the kingdom or reign of God
breaking into the everyday, as He healed the sick and brought
reconciliation and hope. When we pray for peace, we’re rejecting
the ‘old order of things’, of violence and war and asking God to
make His kingdom real today. When we stand up for justice and
refuse to participate in division we are citizens of the new kingdom,
reshaping the old.
Remembrance is a time to honour those who made sacrifices in
war but most of all to consider peace; peace begins with the
healing of hearts, the restoring of relationships and with a deep,
costly commitment to justice.
Blessings and peace
Tanya
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WORSHIP IN OCTOBER
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
7 Nov

10.30 Mr Steve Jones
18.30 Circuit Service Chapel Allerton + YouTube

14 Nov

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

21 Nov

10.30 Mr John Clay

28 Nov

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

Remembrance
Sunday

Holy Communion

18.30 Ecumenical Service St Edmund’s Church
Shadwell:
7 Nov

9.30

Mr John Summerwill

14 Nov

9.30

Mr David Laycock

21 Nov

9.30

Revd Tanya Short

28 Nov

9.30

Ms Mary Patchett

Holy Communion

PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s
PRAYER FOR WORLD MENTAL HEALTH
GOD of love stir in us deep compassion for all those living with
mental illness and also for their families. Raise our awareness of
how we can create a supportive and safe spiritual community for
people who feel isolated and shunned. Inspire us to reach out in
love as a sign of your hospitality and grace.
WE give thanks for the ways we seek to live out Jesus’
commandment to love You, and to love our neighbours as
ourselves. Please God walk alongside those living with untreated
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mental illness who are unable to find help and the families torn
apart by mental health issues who hold on to one another during
such difficult times. Bring to an end the stigma attached to mental
illness. We thank you that people are now more willing to talk
about their mental illness.
FATHER God we think of all the mental health carer’s, scientific
researchers, and the professions who seek to bring compassion,
treatment and healing to those who suffer from mental illness; for
the children, teenagers, and adults learning how to live with
mental illness arising from the stress of Covid 19. Help our society
to be more compassionate to all these people.
HOLY Lord God we thank you for the many gifts that people with
mental health illness bring into the world. As the mysteries of the
human brain unfold we remain in awe of the intricate ways in which
we are created in your image.
MERCIFUL Lord your love reaches beyond the grave. At the end
of our days on earth be with us and those we love. We pray now
for those who have recently died and those who have died by
suicide and all the bereaved because of their passing.
GOD of Love let us reflect upon your love in this world now and
always.
Amen.
POINTS FROM THE ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
The project team raised £6000 ending 31st August 2021. We also
had a generous donation of £2000 towards the sound system
which gives a total of £8000. The project team are to replace the
dishwasher. The quality of projection on screen is not good due to
the age of the projector. In an ideal world we need a new
projector.
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General discussion about the charities we should support over the
coming year took place. A generous donation of £15,000 has
been received from Robert Tebb aged 94 who worshipped at
Lidgett and asked that his funeral be held here. Muriel Langley
also left us £5000.
The cost of a new projector is £5 – 10,000 depending on where
the camera is placed. Barbara Belsham and Margaret Lee
suggested that the legacy be used to help with the cost of the
projector and project money be raised to support charities to
which we normally contribute. There will be some money from the
bequest after we have paid for the projector.
The proposal was that the bequest would finance the projector
and the project money raised would be used to donate to the
charities we normally support. A list of these charities is shown
below.
Vote – 1 against, rest in favour.
Dates for the diary
SATURDAY 6th NOVEMBER Coffee morning and short band
concert in church.
SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER Carol service at 3pm.
TUESDAY 21st DECEMBER Christmas Concert, singers/band,
dependant on Covid situation. In church also on Zoom. Details to
be worked out.
Shadwell planning a Christmas carol trail. Details to follow.
FRIDAY 24th DECEMBER at 4.30pm Carols round the tree.
Midnight communion at 11.30pm.
SATURDAY 25th DECEMBER at 10.45am Christmas day service.
SUNDAY 26th DECEMBER No service at Lidgett.
SUNDAY 9th JANUARY 2022 Covenant service at Lidgett
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SUNDAY 23rd JANUARY Ecumenical Covenant service at St.
Andrews.
Charities supported by Lidgett Park Methodist Church:
WYDAN (West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum Network)
Bible society (which distributes bibles across the world)
St Gemma s Hospice
Methodist Homes
Churches together in Roundhay
Our own Benevolent fund - which is used by Tanya to give small
grants to anyone who is in desperate need
• WIFCOS (West Indian Family Counselling Service based in
Roscoe church)
• Methodist Church Connexion which is often split into various funds such as World
missions, home missions, property, fund for Presbyters and
Deacons, LWPT)
•
•
•
•
•
•

NOTICE FROM THE CHURCH TREASURER
As more people are coming back to church on a Sunday morning,
the size of the collection received and dedicated each week is
growing larger. This is presenting a few issues for those that count
and bank the cash given continuing restrictions. It would help
enormously if more people would consider making donations
either direct into the church bank account or via a cheque in the
weekly envelopes (rather than giving cash). I appreciate that for
some cash is the easiest and maybe only way they can continue
to donate and the church is grateful for any donations in any form.
However, if you are able, please consider switching to direct
banking or pay by cheque. I am happy to discuss the mechanics
of this with anyone who would like a chat.
Alan Wittrick
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THE BOOK OF REVELATION
This year the season of Advent, ‘the Coming’, begins on Sunday
28 November. We tend to think of it chiefly as a period of
preparation for the Feast of the Nativity, which celebrates the
historical ‘coming’ of Jesus but Advent is, and always has been, a
time when the church also meditates upon and penitentially
renews its preparation for the Second Coming. And it is this
strand in the observance of Advent that prompts me to write about
the Book of Revelation, since it is this book, the last in the New
Testament, that provides us with much of the imagery associated
with the end-times.
Revelation is the only New Testament book which is an
‘apocalypse’, that is to say, a prophecy, which ‘uncovers’ the
future. Apocalypsis, from a Greek work meaning ‘uncovering’, is in
fact the title of this book in Jerome’s Latin version, the Vulgate,
widely used in the western church in the Middle Ages. ‘Revelation’
is simply a translation of the term, originating with the publication
of the bible in English at the Reformation. Our modern use of
‘apocalypse’ and ‘apocalyptic’ to mean extraordinarily grand and
violent events has come about through association: the book
known as the Apocalypsis is full of destructive scenes on a
cosmic scale, and by degrees the title of the book came to be
associated with the violence that the book describes, with the
nature and scale of the violence inhabiting and so changing the
meaning of the word.
The opening of the book identifies the author as John the Divine.
A few verses farther on, he claims that the visions he has had,
which he will go on to record, came to him on the island of
Patmos. This in the Aegean, now part of Greece. But none of this
tells us anything very useful about how or when the book came
into being. Traditionally ‘John the Divine’ has been equated with
the author of John’s Gospel. This would have given it authority,
since it was believed that John’s Gospel was indeed by John the
Apostle. However, as I’ve explained before, this gospel is now
regarded as having been written c. 90-110, which is too late for
genuine apostolic authorship. And indeed, it is highly unlikely that
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the gospel and the prophecy were written by the same person. For
one thing the two texts are radically different in outlook; and for
another there is a huge difference in the quality and style of their
Greek. Of course, there is no problem about the author of
Revelation being known as John the Divine; it’s simply that we
cannot make the equation with the apostle John, nor indeed with the
author of John’s gospel, whoever that was. The link between the
author of Revelation and John the Apostle was made as early as the
second century, but even then this was not universally accepted, nor
was the book itself readily recognised as part of the authorised
collection of writings which gradually came together to form the New
Testament. Between the second and fourth centuries it floated on
the edge of the evolving collection (unlike the gospels and the
Pauline epistles, which were a stable part of the collection from the
second century onwards). But it is included in a number of fourth
century lists of biblical books, by which time it was evidently pretty
generally accepted as part of the bible – rather a late-comer, in fact,
in achieving a permanent place in the canon.
Joyce Hill

TODDLERS AT LIDGETT - Thursday mornings 10.00-11.30am
term time only.
The Toddler group with Covid restrictions meets on a Thursday
from 10.00-11.30am. The group is run on a rota basis by a group
of volunteers from Lidgett Park. We are looking for people to
prepare and serve drinks and biscuits to the group. This need not
necessarily mean mixing with the children and carers. In addition
it will be helpful to welcome volunteers to join our team
welcoming, chatting and interacting with the babies and toddlers.
If you feel that you could help in any way, every few weeks for a
couple of hours, then please contact me.
Jan Sanders.
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SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS
Following on from the successful Coffee Mornings in August and
September, these will continue on the following dates, gradually
working back to the first Saturday in each month: November 6th,
December 4th from 10.00am till 11.45am. We hope to re-introduce
other stalls but will continue with the new layout, ensuring a safe
space for all. We may also be offering add-ons, details of which will
be publicised well in advance. (See the section of Project News for
more details Ed). Thank you for your support of the Coffee
Mornings, which add a welcome amount to Project funds.
Sue Wittrick

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP
This is a reminder that we have started our Meetings again. These
won't be in the same format as before as no Speakers will be
booked. In place of the evening Meetings, the Committee have
decided to hold a series of Coffee Mornings mid-monthly until
Christmas and see how comfortable you all are to attend those. The
dates are all Friday mornings. Our next meetings are on19th Nov.,
and 17th Dec. commencing at 10.30am - 12.00pm, the venue being
the Community Hall. There won't be a membership fee, just a plate
for donations to cover the cost of tea/coffee and biscuits.
We are presuming that Covid precautions will still be in place, so
please wear a mask/follow distancing guidelines and sanitise your
hands on entry. You will be required to 'sign in' as usual. Tables
and chairs will have been disinfected.
Please come along and join us, we would all appreciate a ‘catchup'. Looking forward to seeing you there.
Your Committee
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TEA COSY+ MEMORY CAFE IS OPEN AGAIN!
We are pleased to announce the Tea
Cosy+ Memory Cafe is open again for
those living with dementia.
Instead of Wednesdays, the Tea Cosy+ will
be held on the first Thursday of every
month between 11.00 - 1.30 at The
Highwood Building, Brackenwood Drive, off Lidgett Lane.
With Covid rules restricting singing we will offer reminiscences,
group conversation, a music quiz and support for carers.
A light lunch will be provided including homemade sandwiches and
cakes. £2.50 per person.
We look forward to welcoming guests back.
Covid government guidelines will be adhered to.
Enquiries: Susie 0113 266 6476
BOOK REVIEW
Helen Fry, M19. A History of the Secret Service for Escape
and Evasion in World War Two, Yale University Press, 2020
One of the old films still regularly shown on television, and which
continues to attract large audiences is The Great Escape, a
version of the story of the mass escape of Allied prisoners from
the Stalag Luft 3 P.O.W. camp in Nazi Germany in 1944. Though
in fact all the American prisoners had been transferred elsewhere
before this event took place, to ensure larger audiences in that
country in the film they were portrayed as being still there, notably
played by James Garner, James Coburn, and Steve McQueen.
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Though McQueen’s various escapades in the film were inventions
inserted to please him, the rest of the story was true, not least Hitler
ordering that 50 of the recaptured prisoners should be shot. I
remember Penelope Gilliat, later to drink herself to death, writing in
The Observer that she could not understand why the various
prisoners had bothered to escape at all and had not just contented
themselves with doing correspondence courses and the like. There
was no shortage of people arguing too that not many Allied soldiers,
especially British ones, actually managed to evade capture by the
enemy or escape from the various prison camps in World War II
anyway. That they were talking nonsense is made clear in this book
by Helen Fry (no relation of the reviewer by the way) about M19.
‘From its beginnings in 1939, the nascent organisation evolved into
a highly efficient branch of military intelligence,’ Fry wrote, ‘The
success of the escape lines would only be realised at the end of the
war when it became known that, after the evacuation of Dunkirk in
May/June 1940 and in spite of the dangers and difficulties of
German occupation, M19 managed to smuggle back to the UK all
except 300 of the several thousand soldiers who had not been
evacuated then. The achievements went further: in the course of the
war around 35,000 Allied soldiers and airmen eventually made it
back to Allied Lines – 23,000 of whom were escapers.’ Fry records
that ‘a total of 21,533 British and 4,657 Commonwealth escapers
came out of Nazi occupied Europe,’ and that it was estimated that
90 per cent of those who evaded capture were successfully rescued
by M19. All three of the Services were brought together by M19, as
well as American forces, and its operations extended beyond
Western Europe to Eastern Europe, Greece and the Aegean region,
the Middle East, and the Far East. ‘M19 was a major player in the
history of espionage,’ Fry correctly writes, ‘together with MI5, MI6,
Bletchley Park, and today’s GCHQ.’ Those among the occupied
who helped so many escape were heroes and heroines, taking
appalling risks to do so for which many paid with their lives. As one
of those who only just survived later wrote, ‘It is only when one has
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lost freedom that one realises it is the most precious thing,’ which
comment constitutes a telling reply to the Gilliat types.
GEOFFREY K FRY

INEQUALITY
We frequently read in our newspapers, or hear through
programmes on TV, of the widening inequality between the haves
and the have nots in most countries around the world, without
probably fully comprehending what it means in reality. Recently, two
articles in a UK national newspaper highlighted the immensity of the
problem for me. Let me begin by setting the scene by means of 3
questions and their associated answers.
How many people in the UK are billionaires?
147. ( According to the Sunday Times Rich List ).
How much did the wealth of the UK's 45 richest people rise
between March 2020 and June 2020, the first months of the Covid
pandemic?
20%. ( According to Forbes Data Tracking ).
Who was fined for failing to pay their workers the minimum wage?
A hotel group controlled by Sir Jim Ratcliffe, a multi-billionaire tax
exile in Monaco.
At the same time, millions of people have either lost their jobs, or
have had their working hours reduced, and in consequence are
either having difficulty in supporting their families or are having to
depend on charity in some form or another ( e.g. Food Banks ), a
situation made considerably worse by the Covid pandemic.
Nowadays, one way of getting your ideas or opinions before the
public is to write a Letter To The Editor in an influential newspaper,
preferably with a wide circulation. If Jesus was alive today, I think
that we can be absolutely certain about the kind of letter that he
would be writing in order to expose the selfishness of many of the
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very rich and their apparent indifference to the plight of those who
are struggling to make ends meet.
What is a billionaire? A billionaire is someone who has assets of at
least £1,000 million. However, if you are like me, it is difficult to
comprehend just how large a sum of money this is. According to
another recent newspaper article the UK average annual take-home
income is around £30,000. If you were able to save one fifth of this
average income each year, how long would it take you to become a
billionaire? The answer is 166,665 years! And that's just for the first
billion!
Clearly, a lot of needy people could be helped from such large sums,
if they were more equitably distributed.
Gerry Leake
THANK YOU
On behalf of myself and my family, I would like to thankTanya and all
members of our Church family for their flowers, cards, prayers
thoughts and all round support at this terribly difficult time.
The loss of my son has been devastating for all of us, but we will
never forget the kindness we have received.
God bless you all.
Betty Ashton
FROM SHADWELL CAFÉ:
We’re Back!
and looking forward to seeing you at our next Café events:
Coffee and Cakes on Saturday 6th November (10 – 12)
and
Bacon Butties on Tuesday 16th November (10 -12:30)
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PROJECT NEWS. NOVEMBER 2021.
Following the Annual Church Meeting, the Project Group will now
be raising funds for those charities that the church, in its present
financial position, would usually support but is unable to. We are
pleased to be able to support these charities in this way and hope
to start arranging events that will generate funds for them. (See
above for the list of charities Ed)
The October Coffee Morning was another success, although we
missed a few folk because of holidays. It was good to welcome
back Jill and Andy on the bookstall as well as Heather selling
Fairtrade cards and our usual feast of home - made cakes. The
Harvest Ploughman’s Lunch was the first “additional” event that we
had arranged since the start of the pandemic and it was good to
see people enjoying both the food and the company. The lunch
itself raised £200, which is in addition to the amount raised by the
Coffee Morning. The total for the morning was £429. We would like
to thank all those who helped on the day, it was really appreciated
and especial thanks to Haydn Dalton for baking such delicious
apple pies (and his neighbours Emma and Paul for providing the
apples!)
Our November Coffee Morning ( November 6th ) is also one with an
additional feature – a short brass band concert by our favourites
YP Brass, who play for us at our Christmas concert. This will be in
church and will follow Covid guidelines agreed by the church Covid
group. The concert will start at 12 noon and will last for between 45
minutes and an hour. Do please join us. There will be a plate for
donations, all of which will go to the Project funds. How we’ve
missed such occasions!
Our Christmas Coffee Morning on December 4th will concentrate
on the festive season and to round the year off, we welcome back
our Christmas Concert by the YP Brass and the Wendell Singers
on Tuesday December 21st.
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The Project Group will be meeting to look at possible events for
2022 – please let us know if you have any ideas or if there are
any previous events that you would like to have again. Thank you
as always for your constant support which has enabled us to
continue to raise at least some funds for our charities.
A reminder of dates for your diary:
Saturday Nov 6th: 10 am – 11.45 Coffee Morning; 12 noon Brass
Band concert in church
Saturday December 4th: 10am – 11.45 Christmas Coffee Morning
Tuesday December 21st : YP Brass and Wendell Singers
Christmas Concert in church
Margaret Farrar
On behalf of the Project Group

THOUGHTS FOR THE DAY
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC
Thought One
The reverberations of the merciless killing of Sir David Amess will
continue into the week ahead. First and foremost for those
dearest to him as they wake up each day to realise that the
nightmare hasn’t been a bad dream but a heart-aching fact that
they will have to live with.
Sir David’s name is now added to that Roll Call of public servants
who’ve died doing their duty. This lengthening list has filled the
weekend papers with a thesaurus of questions about the state of
our society and has deepened our anxiety about the future.
One dimension that’s come under scrutiny is the tone of public
debate. The so-called cancel culture cuts people down to less
than their size and even on some university campuses there are
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those who are determined to outlaw rather than outwit their
opponents.
If I had to chose one word to describe the mood of our public
discourse it would be precisely this: merciless. The quality of
mercy seems to have drained away from relationships between
different factions. To bowdlerise Shakespeare ‘it droppeth as the
gentle rain from Heaven’ only then to evaporate in the heat of
conflicting opinions. There seems little mercy for those who dare
to disagree.
Shakespeare went on to say that mercy was ‘an attribute to God
himself’. It’s to be found in all religions. But if we haven’t tasted
mercy for ourselves, I fear, we’re less likely to show it to others.
The Methodist Church where Sir David was killed and the Catholic
Church where that night there was a Requiem Mass for him are
both Temples of Mercy echoing with the prayer ‘Lord, Have
mercy’.
Of course, some will say that the different religions have down the
ages betrayed their own beliefs through their merciless dealings
with one another. And they’re right. So much of the strain in this
world is still down to tensions between and amongst Muslims,
Jews and Christians even though paradoxically all three confess a
faith in the God of Mercy.
To us and to all who wield any sort of power in this world
Shakespeare stressed that mercy goes hand in hand with justice:
‘earthly power doth then show likest God’s when mercy seasons
justice’.
Bishop James Jones 18/10/2021
Thought Two
On Tuesday, the cross-party Commons health & sciences
committees released their report entitled: “Coronavirus: lessons
learned to date”. The analysis highlights deficiencies in the
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government’s preparedness and actions taken particularly in the
early stages of the pandemic – failings, it says, that resulted in a
higher proportion of deaths than in other nations.
One word that stands out from the report is ‘fatalism’ – that there
seems to have been an initial ‘fatalistic’ approach to manage the
spread of the disease, rather than to suppress it.
Fatalism can be positive - if we need to accept things that we really
cannot change. However, the negative aspect arises when we
mistakenly believe we are powerless to handle or improve the
circumstances in which we find ourselves.
I’ve often heard Hinduism described as fatalistic. Perhaps, this
comes from a misunderstanding of the concept of karma – the idea
that our present situation has been produced because of previous
actions – and is therefore, somehow fixed. However, karma is not
about resignation or inertia. Rather, karma recognises that actions
generate consequences; thus, it stresses that we each have a
personal responsibility in working for the future good of all.
Bhaktivinode Thakur – a 19th century theologian composed a poem
to explore these responsibilities. “Forget the past that sleeps”, he
says. Whatever causes shaped the present circumstances, today’s
question is always:- How are we to respond to the challenge?
Doing nothing is rarely the best option. One enigmatic verse from
the Bhagavad-gita says: “One who sees that inaction is actually
action is wise.” Indecision and a lack of action, it explains, produce
their own karmic consequences.
The poem continues: “and ne’er the future dream at all.” Don’t
daydream of brighter days - imagining that it’ll all be fine. Rather,
“act in times that are with you and progress you will call.” As the
Mahabharat text advises: “Deal with debt & disease as you do with
fire – act immediately and firmly.”
And, in this regard, Tuesday’s Commons report highly praised the
vaccine rollout as “one of the most successful and effective
initiatives in the history of UK science and public administration”.

18
Bhaktivinode’s poem is derived from an earlier Sanskrit version by
Kalidasa. There, the poet reminds us to: “Look to this day..... for it
is your only chance to live and act well.” If you do, the poet
promises, “when today becomes yesterday, it’ll be a memory of
happiness; and when you look to tomorrow, it will be as a vision of
hope.” There is nothing fatalistic about that.
Akhandadhi Das 14/10/2021
Quick Thoughts
If you really do put a small value upon yourself, rest assured that
the world will not raise your price.
Goodness is something so simple: always to live for others, never
to seek one's own advantage.
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