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MINISTER’S LETTER
Change not as hard as we might think...
I am not often stuck for words(ha), but at times over the last 15
months I’ve found my jaw literally dropping at what has happened
to the world. I think one of the things that has stunned me most
about the current situation we find ourselves in, is how rapidly life
has changed and how quickly those huge changes have developed
into a new (albeit weird) kind of ‘normal’. Some of the things that
we in this country and in many other places in the world have had
to do, in terms of limiting travel, stopping work and so many other
things, would have been deemed by many of us as unthinkable,
just 15 months ago. We’ve stopped using the word
‘unprecedented’, as unprecedented things seem to happen every
single day now.
Perhaps what I’m referring to, the adoption of new things so rapidly,
is best illustrated in the way in which a whole new vocabulary has
been so readily adopted: coronavirus, covid-19, pandemic,
furlough, herd immunity, PPE, social distancing; all words we might
have envisaged never using in our lifetime, let alone every day, now
commonplace.
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These things are not the only significant changes I’ve been
conscious of in the past months. There have also been tremendous
changes within our communities. There too we’ve seen a new
vocabulary emerge; the vocabulary of love and care, often through
new actions, as opposed to new words. This is none the less
remarkable and not what the doomsday prophets might have
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predicted. In any self-respecting post – apocalyptic movie, where
society faces a huge upheaval, it often results in a survival of the
fittest, ‘every man and woman for themselves’ brutality.
The overwhelming response in our communities, it strikes me, has
been the opposite. Thousands of mutual aid groups have been
picking up shopping and prescriptions, installing digital equipment for
elderly people and setting up WhatsApp friendship teams. The horror
movies got it wrong I think.
Hard pressed and backs against the wall, instead of turning on each
other, by and large it feels to me that we’ve turned to each other - with
care, support and help a part of this picture of course, and it has been
at times inspiring to see that many of the things that have been at the
heart of our attempts to care for each other have been echoed in
wider society.
So what’s the upshot of all this reflection? It is for me a reminder that
considerable change is not only possible, but sometimes even
desired by many more people than we might imagine. That’s very
relevant as we think about how we present the life-changing love of
God to the people we seek to serve – the communities around about
us. At Easter the Church proclaims that in Christ something new is
always possible. As disciples we hold out hope even in the face of
death. A new vocabulary of Resurrection was the result, may we
continue to speak the ever-new language of God’s redeeming
love…
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old
has gone, the new is here!
With blessings and prayers,
Tanya
A THOUGHT TO PONDER
Your theology is what you are when the talking stops and the
actions starts.
Colin Morris
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WORSHIP IN JULY & AUGUST
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
4 July

10.30 Mrs Dorothy Turnpenny

11 July

10.30 Revd Neil Richardson

18 July

10.30 Prof Peter Howdle

25 July

10.30 Revd Tanya Short
4.00 pm Bailey/ S. Howdle

1 Aug

10.30 Mrs Janice Green

8 Aug

10.30 Mr Roger Richardson

15 Aug

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

22 Aug

10.30 Mr Ted Britton

29 Aug

10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers

Circuit Service

Holy Communion

Shadwell:
4 July

9.30

Mrs Mary Patchett

11 July

9.30

Revd Robert Creamer

18 July

9.30

Mrs Susan Howdle

25 July

9.30

Mr Ted Britton
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8
15
22
29

9.30
9.30
9.30
9.30
9.30

Revd Tanya Short
Mr Michael Prince
Mr John Summerwill
Revd Tanya Short
Mr Steve Jones

Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug
Aug

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

To book a place to attend the 10.30 am Sunday Service at LPMC,
please refer to the weekly notices as the contact person will vary in
the months of July and August.
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To book a place to attend the 9.30 am service at Shadwell either
email or telephone Emelia Peterson anytime between Thursday
afternoon and Saturday noon.
(emeliadp@gmail.com 01132892147)
PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s
By royal decree.
An official proclamation of the highest order of good news for all.
An announcement that will have significant impact on everyone
subject to it.
An euangelion was the Greek word for this type of announcement
in the first century AD.
This how Mark begins his gospel. This is the good news, the
euangelion of Jesus.
In a time when it is may be an unfashionable word in some
quarters what are the implications of announcing it ?
Dear Lord,
You are the risen Christ who lived and died to proclaim the gospel
to all.
At a time when apathy could be the greatest enemy of the gospel
grant me the wisdom and the strength so that by your grace and
to God’s glory I may live out every moment of life in the gospel.
May everyone recognise you in me by what I say, do and think, by
my sharing the euangelion that can truly change the lives of all
and so the future of your creation.
I ask only in your name that all may know your blessings
Amen
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TWO IMPORTANT NOTICES.
Thanksgiving for the coronavirus vaccines
One idea that Christian Aid had for its fundraising in 2021 was to
invite people to donate money to them so that overseas countries
can be helped with their vaccines too. As we are getting close to
full vaccination of the adult population in the UK you are invited to
carefully consider sending them a donation :
on line to christianaid.org.uk/donations
by cheque payable to Christian Aid and posted to Christian Aid
35 Lower Marsh
London SE1 7RL

On Saturday 3rd July, 10am to noon, Margaret and John
Summerwill, 263 Lidgett Lane, hope to have a
Thanksgiving Giveaway on their front drive.
There will be plants, books, food items, bric-a-brac.
Donations (cash only) can be made through their front letterbox on
that occasion, which will be sent on to Christian
Aid.
Please note that 1. This is not an Open Gardens event. Sorry! ( But
much of the garden is visible over the hedge).
2. There will be no refreshments. Sorry!
3. It is not a Bring-and Buy! We can’t accept contributions to the
stalls. Sorry!
The usual Covid-19 precautions will be observed. With great
attendance you may have to queue, who knows?
Heather Fry (Christian Aid Organiser)
Margaret Summerwill.
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ALSO:
It is intended to hold a General Church Meeting on Saturday
25th September. This is a call for people to send me summaries of
church activities with which they have been involved during the last
18 months for publication in the September issue of The Link.
We are also inviting people to submit ideas to the September Link
for next year’s Church Project.
Editor

THE PROJECT 2020 – 2021.
As with most other things, the Project fund raising events have
been on hold during both local and national lockdowns.
What we, as a group, decided to do was to offer baking each month
to replace people being able to buy goodies at the Saturday Coffee
Mornings. This has been a highly successful venture and one that
has not only raised money but also kept us in touch with each other
and our loyal “customers”.
When the full national lockdown came in to being soon after
Christmas, when the virus was spreading quickly, we adjusted our
baking so that individual bakers baked only for one household, thus
restricting the number of contacts. This reduced our income from
the baking but still ensured that we were continuing to raise money.
I am delighted to say that the total amount raised for this year’s
Project – which is to help replenish Church funds during the past
year – is almost £4,500. Of this, £1,787 has been raised by baking
with another £1,230 from the sale of David’s cd, for which we thank
both David and Kathy Benson. After the sale of our June Afternoon
Teas at Home, we should have raised over £2,000 simply by our
baking.
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Other monies have come into the Project fund and we are grateful
to all those who have donated to these. In this strange and antisocial time, it is good to know that the Church family still continues
to support each other and maintain some aspects of our life in
“normal” times.
The Project committee hopes to meet in July to start to plan any
events we hope to be able to hold. If you have any ideas, or
comments you may wish us to bear in mind, please let one of us
know.
Many, many thanks.

**********
IDEAS FOR THE PROJECT 2021 – 2022.
Before the pandemic, one of the suggested charities for the Project
fund-raising was the locally-based Homeless Street Angels in a
combination with helping with Church funds. Obviously, this never
happened but it may be a good time to revisit this idea – either
simply assisting the charity or as another year of joint fund-raising
for the Church. The charity has been the subject of at least one
Look North programme and has obviously been needed during the
pandemic.
We would also ask if anyone else has a charity they would wish to
put forward to the ACM for consideration. These can be passed to
any one of the Project committee or one of the stewards. Or you
may think that we should again support our own church in this
difficult time. Whatever is decided, we can be assured that the
money raised will be extremely well appreciated.
Margaret Farrar
On behalf of the Project Group.
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DRAMA GROUP REPORT 2020 – 2021
When we first started meeting on Zoom in February/March 2020
(after some initial technical hiccups!) I don’t think any of us imagined
we’d still be doing this fifteen months later or how it would be
possible to do “drama” online. However, our Tuesday night sessions
have been something to look forward to and we have been amusing
ourselves by revisiting all of Irving’s murder mysteries.
It was Mary Patchett’s suggestion that we try a Christmas
entertainment on Zoom, accompanied by pre-ordered food, and we
were really gratified by how well it was received. Many thanks go out
to all those who cooked, baked and delivered the food.
We followed this up on March 6th with another entertainment that
was a little pot pourri that didn’t exactly go viral, but it did reach
Spain!
Like all other groups in the country, we hope it won’t be long before
we can meet again in person, but for the time being we’ll continue on
Zoom with a lot of help from Mary who has helped to keep us all
connected.
Carol Russell
Secretary Lidgett Park Drama Group June 2021
WYDAN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - from Mid July onwards
Some guests are going to be re housed in Harehills from next month
and we are looking for volunteers to do shopping so the guests can
make their own meals, befrienders to offer support and donations
towards shopping and pocket money if possible. If you are interested
or want to find out more please contact Jean Livesey from St
Edmunds on 0113 2937403 or email at jlivesey@ntlworld.com who
will be coordinating volunteers.
Thank you. Carol Fearn
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To give people some idea of what is involved the following is an
account of the work of volunteers who have been supporting a
guest house in Beeston.
Supporting WYDAN
As volunteers we have supported the 4 guests at a house in
Beeston with others on a rota basis which has meant
approximately one week per month. As the guests are living
independently the support we give consists of providing shopping
on our given week.
This is easiest done by arranging to meet a lead guest at the
house and compiling a list with them and then shopping at one of
the local supermarkets, which have most ingredients including
halal meat. Usually two visits to the house per week will suffice.
We also provide each of the guests with £20 spending money and
this and any food costs can either be borne by fund raising at your
local church/organisation or through WYDAN.
The other side of a volunteer’s support is providing a friendly face
so guests can share any problems or ask questions (not all of
which we are able to answer). There is, however, a support group
of volunteers where it is useful to share experiences via Whatsapp
and pass on information and, of course, Katrina is always on hand
to lead and guide us. The volunteers also meet on Zoom with
Katrina and exchange experiences and this has meant we have
worked together as a team rather than as individuals.
Needless to say the guests are always very appreciative of any
support and are keen to welcome you, restrictions permitting, and
we have seen this support as very beneficial to their mental health
and general well-being. But like all support work we, as volunteers,
gain as much if not more from the experience.
Sue and Tim Bean
The project manager for WYDAN is
Katrina Burton, 07932064131 www.wydan.org
shelter@wydan.org
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GETTING THE RIGHT BALANCE
I have recently been re-reading Richard Holloway's book On
Forgiveness which I can thoroughly recommend for the many
insights that are put before the reader on this fascinating and
important topic. However, I am not proposing to review the
contents of the book here. Instead I am reproducing, without
further comment, part of a paragraph which made an impact on
me. As can be seen, the paragraph outlines, in relatively few
words, how important it is for us to get the right balance both in
our worship and how we live our lives.
“ [I]t has to be admitted that there has been a tendency in the
Christian tradition to overemphasise human sinfulness, which is
why penitence has had a disproportionate role in liturgy and
private devotion. It is easy to get this business out of balance,
the way newspapers do when they endlessly report bad news,
because bad news is good news from their point of view, while
good news is no news......Knowledge of our failings is important
if we are to live the examined life, but complete honesty will
involve finding the balance between our good points and our
bad.....We should be honest about what we have done badly,
but we should also acknowledge what we have done well in our
journey through life.....[W]e have to bring to the examined life a
kind of objectivity that enables us to look at ourselves with
compassionate objectivity.”
[ Richard Holloway. On Forgiveness. Canongate Books. 2015.
ISBN 978 1782 116 288 ]
With thanks to Gerry Leake.

A THOUGHT TO PONDER
When you are compelled to weave barbed wire around yourself
as a protection against your fellow citizens, your security is a form
of imprisonment – you can only shut others out at the price of
shutting yourself in. Colin Morris
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FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
Amongst the commemorations listed in the Common Worship
calendar for August is Florence Nightingale, who died on 13
August 1910 at the grand age of 90. She is, of course, famous for
the work she did in the Crimean War, which from a British
perspective lasted from 1854 to 1856, although it actually began in
1853 when the Ottomans declared war on the Russians. Back in
England, Nightingale became the founder of modern nursing, and
was greatly in demand advising on the development of hospitals,
contributing to government enquiries, and being a highly influential
figure in the development of public health, which has underpinned
the massive improvements in well-being and longevity from which
we benefit today.
This past year, living with a pandemic, we have come to expect
that there will be timely and comprehensive public health statistics
that will help us understand how the covid virus spreads and
develops, what effect it has on which groups of people where,
what actions might therefore be useful, and whether those actions
are being effective. Whatever we think about the government’s
decisions at any one time, we take it for granted that statistical
analyses, presented in ways that are relatively easy to understand,
are fundamental to policy and practice in the area of health.
What may be less well known, and what deserves celebration in
commemorating Florence Nightingale, is that we owe much of this
to her. She was a great lover of statistics and wielded them with
energy, determination and insight, declaring in a letter to William
Farr, who was at the time the country’s leading statistician : ‘We
want facts. “Facta, facta, facta” is the motto which ought to stand
at the head of all statistical work’. There were many influential
figures who initially dismissed her arguments about what needed
to be done, behaving in just the same way as the diehards in the
Crimea when she first attempted to make radical changes to the
regime in the Scutari barracks: she was a woman, of genteel birth,
what did she know about anything, compared with them,
buttressed by long-established ways of doing things which
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produced a group-think self-righteously resistant to change.
Statistics, systematically collected, became Nightingale's means of
attack.
She was also immensely gifted in their presentation, using graphic
displays in ways that had not been used before, and giving force
to dry figures by bringing them alive through memorable turns of
phrase. For example, having scrutinised the rate of death in the
peacetime army, she declared that it was equivalent to taking 1100
men on to Salisbury Plain and shooting them. And when, in 1858,
she wanted to demonstrate the importance of improved sanitation
in saving solders’ lives, she collected figures on the principal
causes of death and presented them in what is now technically
known as a ‘polar area diagram’ — effectively, an exploded pie
chart, commonly known as Nightingale’s ‘rose diagram’. No one
had ever previously attempted to conceptualise and represent
statistics in such a way. But this imaginative leap on her part was
an immensely powerful piece of visual rhetoric which convinced
the sanitary commission of the need to take action.
So we can certainly commemorate Florence Nightingale for the
development of nursing, but we should also commemorate the fact
that she was a driving force in the development of medical
statistics. The measure of this is that she was the first woman to
be made a Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society.
Joyce Hill
BOOK REVIEW: SICILY '43. THE FIRST ASSAULT ON
FORTRESS EUROPE by JAMES HOLLAND 2020
'Codenamed Operation HUSKY, the Allied assault on Sicily on 10
July 1943 remains the largest amphibious invasion ever mounted
in world history, landing more men in a single day than at any
other time. That day, over 160,000 British, American and Canadian
troops were dropped from the sky or put ashore- more than on D
Day just under a year later.' So writes James Holland introducing
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the latest of his formidable array of books about military history. As
he remarked, 'surprisingly little has been written about the Sicilian
campaign, and narratives of the battles that took place there in that
blisteringly hot summer of 1943 are few and far between.' The 38day battle for Sicily was 'one of the most dramatic of the entire
Second World War,' involving 'Machiavellian machinations and
skulduggery, daring special forces raids, barely credible mountain
ascents, stunning air battles, [and] phenomenal naval operations.' I
would suggest that one reason why the importance of the Sicilian
adventure tends to be understated was, of course, that it was part
of the Italian Campaign. Churchill preferred this Campaign to an
invasion of France as he saw it as an attack on 'the soft belly' of
the Axis, and, of course, the Italian Fascist regime swiftly
collapsed, but far from the Allies thrusting 'a dagger into the armpit'
of Nazi Germany, the skill with which the Wehrmacht defended the
rest of the Italian peninsula meant that it did not have to surrender
until May 1945.
Though Operation HUSKY was successful in the sense that the
Allies conquered Sicily in just 38 days, Holland attributes the
unwillingness of historians to acknowledge its successful execution
to the fact that the Allies' victory was incomplete because, after
dogged resistance, together with most of their equipment, no less
than 40,000 German troops made it across to mainland Italy to
fight on. Holland points out that the Germans brought off a
massive victory in western Europe in May and June 1940, but still
allowed 338,000 British and Allied troops to escape across a
stretch of water much larger than the Straits of Messina. The vast
majority of British troops managed to escape from Greece in April
1941, and two-thirds of those on Crete were evacuated a month
later. The most interesting evacuation of all, because the numbers
dwarfed all the others, was Operation Hannibal under which from
late January 1945 onwards, the German Navy evacuated between
800,000 and 900,000 German civilians and 350,000 soldiers from
East Prussia and what had been the Polish Corridor across the
Baltic Sea to Germany and German occupied Denmark. Though
Holland gets the dates wrong by several months, he was right
when he pointed out that Hannibal was successful despite having
to use 'old and barely functioning ships and with almost no artillery,
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air, or naval protection at all. The message from wartime
evacuations is clear: most were extremely successful, which
suggests they were very hard to stop.'
'Another criticism has been that the Allied approach was over
cautious, but it has to be remembered that HUSKY was planned at
a time when it was not at all clear what the strength of the defence
would be,' Holland pointed out, and admirably in chapter after
chapter he demonstrates how effective the Allies were in
conquering Sicily. Lessons were learnt which were invaluable
when it came to the planning for and the execution of
OVERLORD, the D Day landings, which would take place on 6
June 1944. Eisenhower, Montgomery, Bradley, Patton, Dempsey,
Tedder, Coningham, Spaatz, Ramsay, Huebner, Dolittle, along with
others would all play major roles in that campaign and the long
battles in northwestern Europe that followed. Less than a year on
from the invasion of Sicily, Miles Dempsey, commanding the British
Second Army on D Day had as one of the objectives capturing the
city of Caen, 10 miles from the invasion beaches. On 6 June
1944, it would prove an objective too far; but on Sicily, the capture
of a city 10 miles from the landing beaches had been successfully
achieved. Holland's book is compelling reading even for somebody
like me who has to confess that I am glad that I was too young at
the time to have tried to do my duty.
GEOFFREY K FRY

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC
When Joe Biden arrived in Cornwall this week for the G7 Summit,
he pledged America’s help for lower-income countries coping with
Covid-19. Biden offered 500 million doses of vaccine to 92 nations
in dire need.
What particularly struck me about the American president’s
promise was the language he used to describe this intervention.
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The United States, he said, will be the arsenal of vaccines, just as
America was the arsenal of democracy in the Second World War. It
conveyed the sense that America could be relied on to come to
others’ rescue.
This was in line with many other American presidents describing
their nation as a beacon of hope and charity that everyone can
depend on. John F Kennedy, Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama
all used the image of “a city upon a hill” to describe America,
suggesting it stands proud in the darkness, bestowing light and
goodness upon the world.
This understanding of America derives from Jesus’ Sermon on the
Mount when he said to his followers: “You are the light of the world.
A city on a hill cannot be hidden” and was first taken up by Puritan
settlers to describe America.
It’s also consistent with the longstanding beliefs of individual
Christians that their faith means being charitable. But today, if that
thinking leads to the bountiful offering their largesse to the more
unfortunate, it can jar. Instead, Christian theology nowadays
focuses more on the interconnectedness of humanity with the
more affluent enabling others to prosper.
This difference in approach is evident in the debate over vaccines.
Instead of gifting doses, some say major pharmaceutical
companies should waive intellectual property rights to vaccines, so
that others can manufacture cheaper versions for their struggling
nations.
Among those calling for this suspension of vaccine patents is Pope
Francis. He has warned that the world is suffering from another
virus too – that of individualism. This was explored in his teaching
document, Tutti Fratelli, where he also highlighted the importance
of interdependence in Christian thinking. Humanity shouldn’t be
about them and us but a fraternity, Francis said, and should go
beyond policies for the poor and focus on being with the poor.
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These ideas may be gaining traction now but they have been
bubbling beneath the surface of Christian thought for some time.
On Thursday night, at a concert by The Sixteen choir, a new piece
written by Sir James MacMillan was performed. It included the
words of the Victorian theologian John Henry Newman, highlighting
that same interdependence. “God has created me to do some
definite service”, he wrote. “I am a link in a chain”.
Catherine Pepinster 12/06/2021

THE RAINBOW
Ever since the story of the flood in Genesis, the rainbow has been
a symbol of hope reminding us of God’s promises. It came to
prominence in the current pandemic when people wanted to show
their appreciation for the work of the NHS and the hope that this
was giving us all.
On a recent holiday in Scarborough, I took some pictures of
rainbows which show what is, apparently, quite a rare phenomenon
of the double rainbow. Pictures of the event were shown by Paul
Hudson on the weather forecast, although these were not mine.
Some of you may have seen mine, however, as they have been
included in the PowerPoint presentations for recent services in
Church.
My son sent me a link on the physics of rainbows which may be of
interest to people: h ps://inters.org/physics-of-rainbow
The rainbow results when the sun is behind you and you are facing
the rain. As the sunlight enters the rain droplet it is refracted (split
into its constituent colours) then reflected from the back of the
droplet and refracted again on emerging to be seen by the
observer.

tt

Rarely, light can be reflected more than once inside the droplet and
the light escaping after two reflections makes the concentric
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secondary bow which has less than half the brightness of the first
and in which the colours are reversed.
Now comes the complicated bit! Light undergoing a single
reflection brightens the sky inside the primary bow and light
undergoing a second reflection brightens the sky outside the
secondary bow. The area between the two bows is dark and is
called “Alexander’s dark band”.
So, if we were to use this as a metaphor of our present times,
perhaps we are currently in the dark band in the current
pandemic, but we are enclosed in the two symbols of hope
outside which things become brighter again.
Stan Pearson

18

19

A Family Business Since 1965

• SERVICE • KNOWLEDGE • INTEGRITY
WE SERVIC
ALL MAKES
HYBRIDSE!
ALL MODELS
FROM
ONLY

SERVICE

including Oil & Filter!

MOT
NOW
*If repaired on

£3
£
30

our premises

ONLY

SAVE
££££

*

INCLUDING RE-TEST
On production of this voucher.

TYRES

VISIT OUR ONLINE
TYRE STORE

OR TELEPHONE
FOR LATEST PRICES
N VISIT:
INFORMATIO
FOR MORE
oint.co.uk

top
www.troyau

55

1965 to 2020

Troy
Autopoint

£S

Claim £10 OFF your
next Troy service!

BRING THIS COUPON WITH YOU TO QUALIFY

£10
O
F
F
YOUR NEXT
SERVICE!
On production of this voucher.

HAREHILLS

(0113) 240 4141

HALTON

(0113) 264 5826
260 8464

Harehills Lane, Leeds LS8 5JT.

Selby Road, Leeds LS15 0QL. (0113)

20

