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MINISTER’S LETTER
Dear friends,
As I come back down to earth after Christmas, after lots of time
with family at home and in Skipton and Lancaster, with a friend over
New Year watching the Rock & Roll panto at Leeds Varieties and
looking forward to wonderful retreat at the Briery in Ilkley, catching
up with colleagues I haven’t seen for a good while, I felt I had been
brought back to earth, and grounded as I had the privilege of
sharing the Covenant Service in January.
The Covenant Service has been around for quite some time, John
Wesley wrote the first form in 1755. The Methodist Church website
reminds us that “This idea of Covenant was basic to John Wesley’s
understanding of Christian discipleship. He saw the relationship
with God in Covenant as being like a marriage between human
beings (both as a community and as individuals) on the one side
and God in Christ on the other.” (The Methodist website also
suggests we look at Ephesians 5.21-33 to see where John Wesley
got this idea from). “His original Covenant Prayer involved taking
Christ as “my Head and Husband, for better, for worse, for richer,
for poorer, for all times and conditions, to love, honour and obey
thee before all others, and this to the death” (To read more on this
see http://www.methodist.org.uk/who-we-are/what-isdistinctiveabout-methodism/a-covenant-with-god/the-covenantservice )

tt

tt

tt

I particularly value the bible reading about us being intertwined with
Jesus in the vine, (John 15:1-10) and as we move through this
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year, and consider our discipleship together, it would be good to
remember, that we all depend on each other, and we all depend on
Jesus.
Our Covenant Promise is not an easy promise to make. I have
copied it here for us all to reflect upon:
I am no longer my own but yours.
Your will, not mine, be done in all things,
wherever you may place me,
in all that I do
and in all that I may endure;
when there is work for me
and when there is none;
when I am troubled
and when I am at peace.
Your will be done
when I am valued
and when I am disregarded;
when I nd ful lment
and when it is lacking;
when I have all things,
and when I have nothing.
I willingly o er
all I have and am
to serve you,
as and where you choose.
Glorious and blessèd God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours.
May it be so for ever.
Let this covenant now made on earth
be ful lled in heaven. Amen.

If you were not able to be at our Covenant Service, you can make
this promise yourself. As we reflect on the promise, let us
remember to listen out for God’s call upon our lives, and remember
at all times to support and encourage each other in God’s love.
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Every blessing, Tanya
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches,
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s
God our creator and sustainer we live in a world that faces many
problems and much hardship.
We pray for all those affected by the Pandemic. Those coming to
terms with the loss of loved ones. Those whose livelihoods have
been ruined and who are now caught in a cycle of debt. Those
coming to terms with the long-term effects of the virus on their
health, both physical and mental. There are many who are anxious
and afraid. There are those who have lost belief in themselves and
hope for the future. We ask you to be with them and to sustain
them in their struggle.
We pray for those in our world who are unable to claim the benefits
we have, who have no access to vaccines, who lack basic
medicines and clean water, who live in overcrowded
accommodation and who are unable to provide for themselves and
their families. Help the world to find a way of sharing resources
justly and fairly for the good of all.
We pray for all those currently affected by our unpredictable and
changing climate who are facing fire, flood and drought. We ask
that the governments of the world may be bold enough to act swiftly
and decisively to create a more sustainable economy and a world
in which we take care of our planet and its many and varied
creatures. Help them to have the vision and determination to
ensure that we pass on to our children and grandchildren all the
blessings of your creation.
We pray for all those areas of our world where hatred, conflict and
oppression are in the ascendency. Places where human life is not
given its value, where cruelty and injustice abound. Help the world
to understand that such places are not part of your kingdom. We
pray that your Holy Spirit will enlighten the minds and hearts of
those responsible and lead them to a more just and fair society.
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As Christians we know from the life and teaching of Jesus the
shape of the world that you intend. Help us always to keep this in
view and to do all we can in our daily lives to remind those around
us of what this requires.
Amen

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
6 Feb

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

13 Feb

10.30 Mrs Catherine Frieze

20 Feb

10.30 Revd Tanya Short

27 Feb

10.30 Mr John Summerwill
18.30 Revd Tanya Short

Holy Communion

Ecumenical Service

Shadwell:
6 Feb

9.30

Revd Melvyn Kelly

13 Feb

9.30

Revd Tanya Short

20 Feb

9.30

Mr Michael Prince

27 Feb

9.30

Mrs Ann Johnson

Holy Communion

6 Feb Circuit Service (in building & on You Tube) Oakwood 16.00
THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Life isn't about waiting for the storm to pass, it's about learning to
dance in the rain. Vivian Greene
A beloved community is formed not by the eradication of
difference, but by its affirmation. Anon
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GDPR
Over the last four months the Church community has engaged in
updating permissions for contact records to be held and myself
and Ruth Albigies, our GDPR steward, thank you for all your
support.
We are working through the list of guidelines and expectations
from the Methodist Church.
One guideline is around permissions and photographs, especially
those on websites and social media. We are asking everyone to
visit Lidgett Park’s website and look at all the photographs, both on
the front page and in the gallery section, many of these
photographs are now quite old. If you are unhappy with a
photograph of you being on the website, please could you contact
Rev Tanya or John Summerwill, stating which photograph and that
photograph will be removed.
Over the next months we are making a conscious effort to show
the current life of the church on our website, now that activities are
happening again, and so will be updating many of the
photographs. We must stress to all photographers that
permissions must be verbally asked, and most importantly stating
if the photograph is to be published on the website.
Thanking you for all your help, Tanya
SOME MEMORIES OF CHRISTMAS
Some hardy people (I have to admit I was not one of them. Ed)
took the news of Christmas to the people of Shadwell with a carol
trail around the village. The accompanying photo is the evidence!
At Lidgett we had a wonderful Christmas Concert with the Wendel
Singers and the YEP Brass. The last concert was in 2019. The
Wendel Singers started rehearsing in the late summer when
restrictions were eased and worked hard to put a programme
together. The band made their usual magnificent contribution.
People attended in person and on zoom and the feedback
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received was very positive. £590 was raised for the church
charities.

Hardy Shadwellians

Christmas Concert

MEETING POINT CAFE AT HAREHILLS
Meeting Point are once again able to accept donations of
groceries, toiletries etc. A green box is in the Church Entrance
foyer and contains a list of their preferred items. When it is full we
will take it over to Meeting Point.
Recently Deacon Liesl put out a plea for various things including
toiletries and household goods. There was a great response from
Lidgett Park. When I took them over to Meeting Point, Pauline
was thrilled and asked me to pass on their thanks.
Sue Wittrick
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SHADWELL CAROL TRAIL
It wasn’t a very promising evening on the Wednesday before
Christmas to be going out Carol Singing. It was certainly cold and
rain was also forecast so I have to say I needed a bit of
persuasion to venture out! After being reminded that I enjoy carol
singing we went. This was a joint enterprise by Shadwell
Methodist Church and St. Paul’s at Shadwell.
It was exactly what it claimed to be – A Carol Trail. It started at the
Bus Terminus on the East side of Shadwell with the story of Mary
meeting the Angel. There was a Bible Reading and some relevant
carols. We moved on to Ash Hill Drive for The Journey to
Bethlehem, another reading and more carols. Most importantly at
the Village Hall as well as Jesus’ Birth we had the chance to warm
up with a hot drink and a mince pie! On to the Library and then we
finished up at the Red Lion Pub for the story of the Wise Men. The
Innkeeper didn’t tell us he had “No Room” but completely the
opposite, he was very welcoming.
We ended up with very damp Carol sheets but in good spirits. Not
everyone joined in for the whole time, but maybe there were 35
people altogether. At one point an elderly lady came out to listen,
resting on a walking frame so we sang an extra couple of carols.
She clearly enjoyed it despite the singing! Would I do it again?
Probably yes, a good experience in the week leading up to
Christmas. Sue Wittrick
PROJECT NEWS. JANUARY 2022.
After much uncertainty, the Christmas Concert finally went ahead
as planned on Tuesday December 21st. The new Omicron variant
of Coronavirus was rearing its head and it was unclear until only a
few days before if the concert would take place. Luckily for all who
were there – and who followed on Zoom – it did!

8
It has been two years since the YEP Brass and the Wendel
Singers got together to bring us some Christmas cheer and the
long wait made the 2021 concert even more precious. How much
we all used to take for granted! How sadly accustomed we have
become to our more restricted lives!
The concert got off to a perfect start with the choir, band and
audience joining in “O Come All Ye Faithful” – guaranteed to get us
into the spirit of Christmas. A mixture of band music and choir
singing followed, with all of us again joining together to sing “See
Amid the Winter’s Snow” before the interval.
The matter of interval refreshments had caused problems and
questions – should we go ahead and serve hot drinks and warm
mince pies or ask folk to remain in their seats? Luckily, we decided
to go ahead with the refreshments. It was organised so as to
minimise social mixing and “waitress” service ensured no gaggles
of people were queuing!
Another communal carol, “O Little Town of Bethlehem” started the
second half, which followed the pattern of the first, ending with
“Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” sung with great gusto by us all!
Many people within the church audience commented on how good
it had been to hear live music again and how much the concert
had lifted their spirits. Our sincere thanks go to the band and the
choir, for providing us with some much-needed joy and for
following their own Covid protocols which ensured the concert took
place as safely as possible.
The best note of all, I leave until last! The profit from the concert
was £590, a marvellous sum at any time but especially so this
year. Many, many thanks to all who supported us, whether in
person, on Zoom or simply through a donation. This year, the
Project is fund-raising for a number of charities which the Church
is unable to support due to our loss of income. On their behalf, our
thanks again. Margaret Farrar. On behalf of the Project Group.
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MESSAGES FROM THE MINISTER
Further thoughts from the Feedback from our Autumn
Morning together.
It has been a while since our feedback from our Autumn morning
has been collated and distributed, and my question to all of us is what now? Our thoughts, if we are not careful, could get lost in our
busyness of everyday life. In our time together we had many
thoughts for the future, we cannot focus on everything – we would
be exhausted, but let’s begin to explore somethings….
Some of our ideas are slowly and steadily happening, the
technology is improving, and we have plans to improve it more.
Messy church and linking with Toddlers and users of our building is
taking place and beginning to increase its pace now that our
building is open.
Many of you acknowledged how nature, gardening and green
space was important to us in lock down and in the thoughts for the
future it was thought how we could offer our garden for the
community to use. I propose it would be good to get together a
group of interested people and explore our ideas together.
Another frequent comment was the importance of meeting and
chatting – could we use the church and offer a listening space,
where people could meet and chat, perhaps a weekly space,
informal, over a cuppa. If you feel you could be part of a team,
giving welcome, making a cuppa and being a listening ear, perhaps
this is something we could move forward on.
If God calling you to be part of one of these initiatives let either Sue
Wittrick or Rev Tanya know.
WANTED!
Firstly, a huge thank you to all of those who, each week, run the
technology in church, it has been and still is a huge learning curve
and we are all very grateful. We know that at times, 'things' don't
go to plan or run smoothly, but this is a learning journey, and we
support you in all that you continue to do.
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We need volunteers to help do simple power points for those
preaching who are unable to provide powerpoints. If this is a skill you
possess, could you be part of a team? We are not looking for 'all
singing, all dancing powerpoints', just for the hymns and any
responses to be on the screen with a picture to be the 'screensaver'
in between.
If you can help, please contact Tanya

BOOK REVIEW
Covid by Numbers. Making Sense of the Pandemic with Data by
David Spiegelhalter and Anthony Masters. (Penguin Randome
House 2021.)
I don’t know about you, but I have found it very difficult to follow the
shifting sands over the course of the pandemic. Quite apart from the
misinformation put out by Covid deniers, anti-vaxxers and various
conspiracy theorists, the official data has been muddled and
incomplete. The number of cases was difficult to identify in the early
days, definitions as to what was meant by a Covid death changed
over the course of the pandemic and the risks to various
occupational and social groupings have been confounded by various
factors. There was debate around the value of face coverings, the
importance of hand washing and surface cleaning and the role and
efficacy of vaccines and other treatments. Balancing the medical
measures against the economic costs has been difficult and one had
the feeling that the decisions were not always in the best interests of
either. While not making political points, the book highlights the risks
that were taken with some of the consequences.
This little book brings clarity and perspective to many of these areas.
It is written by two acknowledged experts and covers a wide range of
issues including effects on mental health, individual and group
behaviours and personal outcomes. It was published before the rise
of the South African Variant but anticipates many of the problems
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that that has raised. It does contain some formal statistics, but not
much and the authors go out of their way to put the ideas and
conclusions across in everyday language. I have found it a
fascinating and illuminating read and it is a book to which I will
return to help me understand new issues as they arise.
Stan Pearson

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC
One of the saddest events at the end of 2021 was the death of
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. There follows a tribute to him by
Bishop Richard Harries on 29th December 2021. Ed.
I first got to know Desmond Tutu when I was Dean of King’s
College, London and he came to give a lecture. He told us about
his time there as a student: how he liked nothing better than to go
out into the street, find a policeman, and walk round him, simply
enjoying the fact that he was in a free country and the police were
not enemies.
Archbishop Tutu’s mother was a cleaner and the young Desmond
was first attracted to the Christian faith by seeing the great Father
Trevor Huddleston lift his hat to her every time he passed. This led
to the Christian faith becoming the mainspring of his life, and
prayer being absolutely fundamental to it. He insisted on beginning
every day with a good period of meditation and public prayer
before any gathering was entirely natural to him.
It was this spiritual life that lay behind his outspoken bravery
during the apartheid years when he became the voice of the
voiceless in the townships. It was also shown in acts of personal
courage. In 1985 a black man accused of being an informer had
his car burnt by a mob who were about to throw him on it, as they
said, to make a funeral pyre. Desmond Tutu dragged the man
away against the howls of those who wanted him killed.
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But his Christian faith not only led him to condemn injustice
wherever it occurred but also taught him to love his enemies. As he
said “Enemies are always friends waiting to be made.” And this
points to his other great achievement, chairing the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission after the end of Apartheid-a hugely
ambitious, painful process of trying to tell the truth of what
happened and work through to a new better set of relationships.
I will remember his bravery, desire for reconciliation, his deep
spirituality, his personal courtesy to everyone and of course his
humour. I have seen him literally roll around the floor with laughter,
and he captivated every audience with his smile and humour, often
with a sharp political thrust. As he used to joke: “When the
missionaries came to Africa they had the Bible and we had the
land. They said 'Let us pray.' We closed our eyes. When we
opened them we had the Bible and they had the land.”
A favourite personal memory is spending an evening in his house
in Soweto at the height of Apartheid-him drinking rum and coca
cola, his standard drink- watching a satirical TV series. One scene
showed the Second Coming-which turned out to be of Desmond
Tutu himself. I imagine him still laughing now as he is gathered into
that heavenly embrace. At a time when it is so easy to be
depressed by human behaviour he was someone who showed us
another possibility, a different model of what it is to be a human
being.

THE CHILDHOOD OF JESUS
On 2 February the liturgical calendar celebrates a scene from early
in Jesus’s life, when he was presented in the Temple and was
prophetically greeted by Anna and Simeon. This a feast-day that
has several different names: the Purification of the Blessed Virgin
(pre-Reformation); the Presentation of Christ in the Temple
(Common Worship); and Candlemas (a popular name from before
the Norman Conquest). Everyone came to the church with a
lighted candle, the light-filled nave dramatically enacting Simeon’s
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words that the child would be ‘a light to lighten the gentiles’. And
so the service got its everyday name: in a world of firelight and
the guttering flame of perhaps a single precious candle, it was
only at the Mass of Candles that ordinary people would see an
enclosed space so wonderfully illuminated.
There is only one other story about Jesus’s childhood before we
come to his baptism and ministry, and that is the account of his
visit to the Temple in Jerusalem with Mary and Joseph when he
was twelve years old and became so absorbed in debating with
the teachers that he was left behind when the group that he and
his parents were travelling with set off on the journey back to
Nazareth. The purpose of the story is to show that Jesus had an
extraordinary familiarity with and curiosity about his faith to a level
way beyond his years, and — significantly — it is in his reply to
Mary that he first claims God as his Father and looks forward to a
divine ministry.
It is only Luke’s gospel that has these two childhood stories, and
both relate to Jewish religious practice. It is as if the author, with
gentile Christians in mind as his audience, wished to make clear
that Jesus had indeed been brought up in the great Jewish faith,
out of which the new message grows. Matthew is the only other
gospel dealing with Jesus’s lifetime beginnings. But this text
presents Jesus’s Messiah-ship through a detailed genealogy and
demonstration of prophesy-fulfilment, requiring an embedded
knowledge of Jewish scriptures such as Luke’s audience would
be unlikely to have. Tellingly, it is Luke, in his account of the
Presentation, who foretells the outreach to the gentiles through
the words of Simeon.
So, in historical terms, what is going on in this second childhood
story? That Jesus was twelve years old indicates that he was at
the point of accepting his responsibilities as an adult in the Jewish
faith, marked by a ceremony in the local synagogue. Preparation
for it involved studying, as it still does for the bar-mitzvah.
Perhaps the visit to Jerusalem for Passover was a further marker
of this stage in Jesus’s life: it was, after all, a long and potentially

14
dangerous journey south from Galilee (hence the need to travel in a
group), so it would be a special event for a family of modest means
with children to consider. Their primary destination, the Temple, was
the grandiose renovation and enlargement recently carried out by
Herod the Great in a bid for popularity. The learned teachers were
probably in an outer courtyard where, following the Passover, they
made themselves available for public discourse and teaching.
Luke’s account is full of human touches, and this attracted the great
Cistercian abbot, Ailred of Rievaulx. In the early 1160s he wrote a
short and engaging spiritual treatise on it, called Jesus as a Boy of
Twelve (although of course the whole thing was in Latin). It’s
available in translation.
Joyce Hill
MEDITATIONS IN CAPTIVITY – a six-week bible study

These mediations explore the story of Joseph.
Each session concentrates on a different aspect of the story –
favouritism and jealously: placed by God to witness: doing the
right thing: listening to God: trusting God and God works in
mysterious ways.
On Zoom –Monday mornings at 11.00am.
January 31st, February 7th, 14th, 21st, March
7th, 14th
Zoom Codes to follow.
For more details contact Rev Tanya Short 0113 2666791or
tanya.short65@gmail.com
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ENGLISH – AS IT IS SPOKE!
When I taught at Leeds University, students from overseas often
told me that English grammar was relatively easy, but that spelling
and pronunciation were impossible. I came across this amusing
poem recently which illustrates their dilemma.
I take it you already know
Of tough and bough and cough and dough?
Others may stumble, but not you
On hiccough, thorough, slough and through.
Well done! And now you wish perhaps
To learn of less familiar traps?
Beware of heard, a dreadful word
That looks like beard and sounds like bird.
And dead: it's said like bed, not bead;
For goodness' sake, don't call it “deed”!
Watch out for meat and great and threat
(they rhyme with suite and straight and debt),
A moth is not a moth in motherNor both in bother, broth in brother.
And here is not a match for there,
Nor dear and fear for bear and pear.
And then there's dose and rose and lose,
Just look them up – and goose and choose.
And cork and work and card and ward,
And font and front and word and sword.
And do and go, then thwart and cartCome, come, I've hardly made a start.
A dreadful language? Why, man alive!
I'd mastered it when I was five!
And yet to write it, the more I try,
I'll not learn how 'til the day I die.
Anon
Gerry Leake
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP
Our next Meeting is on Friday 25th February at 10.30 am in the
Community Hall. We are to hold a Beetle Drive, so come along
and enjoy the fun. Refreshments will be provided, and donations
towards these are welcome. Looking forward to seeing all our
regular and loyal attendees and, hopefully, some new ones. Keep
safe.
Lynne and Anne

FROM SHADWELL CAFÉ:
This is a reminder that Shadwell Methodist Church will be
providing its usual selection of delicious cakes, scones on the
second Tuesday and the fourth Saturday in the month to avoid a
clash with the Lidgett coffee morning. We hope you will try and
support both.

Dance for Parkinson's | Northern Ballet -

Starting at
Lidgett Park Church from the 12 January on Wednesday
afternoons - 1.45 to 3.45pm.
Are you or a loved one living with Parkinson’s and want to improve
your balance, flexibility and strength? Northern Ballet’s dance
classes provide an exciting opportunity to work with our expert
teachers, accompanied by live music.
northernballet.com
The classes are now live to book and this is the link to the webpage
with more information.
https://northernballet.com/dance-for-parkinsons
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SOMETHING TO LOOK FORWARD TO
As we cope with the cold, wind, snow and darkness of winter
remember that spring is on the way!
I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o'er vales and hills,
When all at once I saw a crowd,
A host of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Continuous as the stars that shine
and twinkle on the Milky Way,
They stretched in never-ending line
along the margin of a bay:
Ten thousand saw I at a glance,
tossing their heads in sprightly dance.
The waves beside them danced; but they
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee:
A poet could not but be gay,
in such a jocund company:
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought
what wealth the show to me had brought:
For oft, when on my couch I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
They flash upon that inward eye
Which is the bliss of solitude;
And then my heart with pleasure fills,
And dances with the daffodils.
William Wordsworth
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