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MINISTER’S LETTER

As I write this, I am remembering a service that I shared in, a
service of celebration and thanksgiving for 25 years of care
given by a local hospice in a previous Methodist circuit. In his
closing blessing the preacher referred to Jesus’ life as ‘a life
lived for others’. His care and compassion inspire us to be
caring and compassionate people.
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ this Christmas, we
remember that at the start of his life Jesus needed the care and
compassion of his own parents Mary and Joseph. God was
willing to become helpless, small and vulnerable for our sake;
entrusting Jesus to the care of human hands as he entered the
world. As Jesus grew and his ministry unfolded, he then showed
care and compassion to others. Sometimes those who
witnessed this couldn’t understand why Jesus associated with
the misfits, the outcasts and the marginalised in the way that he
did. Jesus showed no favouritism for he came with love and a
care for all.
So how might we be inspired by the birth of Christ as we
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celebrate this year? If we are seeking to follow in his footsteps
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then where is he leading us and who he is leading us to as we
show a care and compassion for others, not least at this time of
year? There will be many opportunities for us to support
charities international, national and local through our giving
over the Christmas season. There will also be opportunities for
us to meet with people face to face and share the truth of the
Christmas message that God loved the world so much that he
gave us the gift of his Son Jesus Christ. God’s love, care and
compassion for every human being knows no bounds. Love
came down at Christmas. How will we choose to share this
love with others as we seek to live for Christ’s sake?
May I take this opportunity to wish you a very blessed
Christmas and a peaceful new year.
Every blessing, Tanya

PRAYER FOR CHANGE
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our covenanting
churches, St Edmunds and St Andrews.
For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Isaiah 9:6
At Christmas time we sing carols and hear Bible readings about
the Prince of Peace and Peace on Earth. Yet as we watch the
news we know only too well that the present reality is so different.
People are desperate for peace in so many places and situations.
We, who are called to be peacemakers, pray earnestly for peace
among all nations.
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Let us dedicate ourselves to the work of peace in our
neighbourhoods and around the world so that justice peace,
equality and love flow to all corners of the earth.
Again Jesus said, “ Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me I
am sending you”. John 20:21
Amen
CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND SONGS QUIZ
Answers on page 29
1.

I.D.J.

2.

W.W.I.T.A.

3.

J.T.T.W.

4.

D.T.K.I.C.

5.

O.C.N.A.C.S.

6.

L.J.S.S.

7.

T.A.G.F.H.C.

8.

C.A.S.T.H.M.

9.

T.T.D.O.C.

10. B.I.T.N.M.C.
11. I.S.T.S.C.S.I.
12. A.W.G.M.O.O.
13. S.A.T.W.S.
14. H.W.C.A.W.
15. O.I.R.D.C.
16. C.R.O.A.O.F.
17. I.S.M.K.S.C.
18. I.T.B.M.W.
19. D.D.M.O.H.
20. O.C.O.C.E.
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Lidgett Park (also on zoom):
4 Dec
10.30 Mr John Summerwill
11 Dec
10.30 Mrs Naomi Polson
18 Dec
15.00 Revd Tanya Short
24 Dec
16.30 Revd Tanya Short
25
01
08
15
22
29

Dec
11.00 Revd Tanya Short
Jan
10.30 Prof Peter Howdle
Jan
10.30 Dr Stanley Pearson
Jan
10.30 Revd Tanya Short
Covenant Service
Jan
10.30 Ecumenical Service at St Edmund’s Church
Jan
10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers
Messy Church 16.00 on Wednesday 18th January

Shadwell:
4 Dec
11 Dec
18
25
01
08
15
22
29

Carol Service
Carols round the
cradle
Christmas Day

9.30 Mrs Janice Green
9.30 Revd Tanya Short

Holy Communion & Cafe
Service
Carol Service
Christmas Day

Dec
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Dec
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Jan
9.30 Mr David Laycock
Jan
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Covenant Service
Jan
9.30 Mr Fidelis Chinyama
Jan
9.30 Dr Karen Illingworth
Jan
9.30 Revd Tanya Short
Cafe Service
Messy Church 16.00 on Wednesday 21st December

Circuit Services 4th December & 8th January 4.00 pm Venues
to be confirmed
I was glad when they said unto me,
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’
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BOOK REVIEW
THE WORLD I FELL OUT OF by Melanie Reid
Melanie was fascinated by horses from a very early age but in 2010
she fell from her horse and broke her neck. At the age of 52 she
was paralysed from the neck down and faced the rest of her life in
a wheelchair.
Her autobiography was published in 2019 but almost since the time
of her accident she has been writing a weekly column in the The
Times Saturday Magazine wittily called Spinal Column detailing her
progress, or rather lack of it, and her musings on her future health
and life in general. She spent a year in the National Spinal Unit in
Glasgow and her depiction of her fellow patients, and their
struggles is darkly humorous but not at all condescending. She is
effusive in her praise for most of the ordinary NHS staff who care
for her with kindness and patience but small financial reward.
She stresses the importance of family and of taking time to notice
the small events in life and take pleasure in them. Her husband
was supportive, but they still had “the conversation” that this wasn’t
what he signed up to when they married and he should feel free to
leave. He stayed. Of course, her job as a Times journalist gave her
the financial security to employ extra daily care and later an
adapted car.
Melanie describes the frustration of every task taking so long to
complete and the planning that is needed for even the simplest
chore or event. This is particularly apparent when she gains
confidence and starts to go to events and engagements away from
her home.
Her love affair with horses remained and a few years after the
accident she joined Riding for the Disabled. Unfortunately, this did
not end well as during a dressage event the horse got “spooked”
and flung her off breaking her leg in the process. That was the end
of her direct involvement with horses.
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Melanie writes eloquently and with great insight into her new life.
However her most recent piece details that she wasn’t coping as
well as she let on and after urging from her son she had some
sessions with a clinical psychologist. Not surprisingly she was
diagnosed with PTSD. Her struggle with this diagnosis continues.
The book was a pleasure to read, and I realise that it is best
summed up by all the reviews from respected papers given in the
front pages.
Peter Howdle mentioned this book in one of his sermons as an
inspiration and I am sure she has touched many people with her wit
and honesty.
Liz Pearson
LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP
Friday 9th Dec. Our Carol Service. This is OPEN to All and
we will be meeting in the Community Hall at 10.30 am. Our own
David Wilks will be playing for us as we sing the familiar carols
we all know and love. Seasonal refreshments will be provided.
Donations for Martin House Children's Hospice would be very
welcome. Do come along and share this happy occasion with
us.
Friday 20th Jan.2023. Unwanted Gift Exchange. We tried this
out last January and it proved very popular. Wrap up your gift
and bring it along to exchange for a present that someone else,
and you, might appreciate more. Usual venue, the Community
Hall, at 10.30 am.
Lynne and Anne
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CHURCH AT THE MARGINS
The Methodist Church is active in making contact with and serving
those in our society who are in need but not part of the conventional
church family. In our circuit there are a number of ways in which this
is being pursued. Last month we had an account by Deacon Liesl
Warren about the work centred on the premises of Moortown
Methodist Church. This month we have a description of the work of
the Meeting Point Cafe written by the manager, Pauline Burrows. It
is planned that the Gipton Premises might be a resource used by
WYDAN and I hope to include an account of the way this develops
Ed.
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF MEETING POINT
No two days or ever the same in this exceptional café. My day
starts at 5 am when I roll out of bed, get myself ready and arrive at
6 am at Meeting Point.
The first hour is spent preparing bacon, sausage, beans and
tomatoes ready for opening. Most mornings I have a queue of
homeless men and women waiting for 7 am so that they can get a
warm sandwich and a drink after sleeping rough on the streets
overnight. Some mornings it can be quite an experience, hearing
some of their stories and arguments between themselves.
From about 7:30 am we get a regular stream of people from all
walks of life, workmen, the staff from Saint Gemma’s Hospice shop,
they all congregate in the café. Also mums taking children to
school. The atmosphere is always a happy one, conversations fly
across the Cafe. Did you see Emmerdale last night etc and
everyone joins in. There is often a great discussion. During this time
people are in and out.
From about 9 am things slow down a bit and this gives us time to
prepare our lunch for the day. It could be corn beef hash, lasagne,
or shepherds pie. Often I ask the Saint Gemma‘s gang what they
would like for lunch the next day. People come to Meeting Point for
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good food, a warm safe space and many come to talk to friends in
the cafe staff because they feel comfortable in here.
We regularly have people coming who are struggling with the cost of
living. We prepare them emergency hampers to help them out.
Meeting Point is a major part of the Harehills community, many refer
to it as the Church cafe. Over my 28 years of working in the café I’ve
met so many amazing people and it’s not like coming to work it’s like
coming home.
Meeting Point café is unlike any other café, nobody is judged – all
are treated equally. With the support of all the churches in the circuit
we hope Meeting Point will continue to serve the people of Harehills
for many years.
So back to my day. We close the café at 1:30 pm, clean up and leave
it ready to start again the next day.
Pauline Burrows
Manager of Meeting Point Cafe.
Some of the contributions of goods that we take regularly to Meeting
Point are used in the cafe. Others are used to make emergency food
parcels for local people in need. The café and the food parcels are
two aspects of Meeting Point work in the local community. It does do
other work which we may hear about in a future issue.
Sue Wittrick
WEST YORKSHIRE DESTITUTE ASYLUM NETWORK
As I am sure many of you are aware, Gipton Methodist Church
closed for worship earlier this year but you may not know that the
building is now used by WYDAN (West Yorkshire Destitute Asylum
Network) to provide a place for homeless asylum seekers. In the
past church halls and other venues were used during the winter
months as places for male asylum seekers to eat, sleep and be
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supported but this had to stop during Lockdown and WYDAN
wanted more permanent shelters. The building at Gipton now
fulfils this need and I recently went there to look at what has been
achieved. It was amazing. There are now ten sleeping ‘pods’ for
guests, showers, a kitchen, a comfortable lounge/dining area as
well as a washing machine and new fire alarm system.
There is still a need for items, clothing and toiletries to make the
shelter as comfortable as possible but the most important need is
for volunteers. In the past a number of people from Lidgett helped
in this work at Moortown Methodist Church Centre and St
Edmunds and St Andrews. It would be wonderful if this could
happen again on a regular or ad hoc basis. You will receive
training and ongoing support and there will always be a lead
volunteer on call and a named person in case of emergencies.
The roles needed are as follows:Cooks: These will need to make a meal for twelve people
(two people could share this). The main course should be
vegetarian or use halal meat with something sweet to follow.
Drivers: They will be given two contacts to collect the meals at
about 6 p.m.
Welcomers: They will need to arrive at the shelter around 5
p.m. when it opens, to check the heating and prepare for the
guests to arrive. They will serve the and share the meal around
7p.m. then clear the dishes, encouraging the guests to help, and
later play some games, chat or watch TV together.
Overnight shift: These volunteers will arrive around
9.45p.m.with sleeping bags and a torch. Welcomers will hand
over any information before they leave. It is important that one
person is awake throughout the night. Guests should be woken at
7.30 a.m for showers and breakfast.
Breakfast shift (if needed). They will arrive at 7.30 a.m. Food
for breakfasts will be in the kitchen and some guests like to make
their own.
If you are able to help with any of these tasks at any time please
contact Keith Mollison at mollison100@gmail.com to register as a
volunteer.
Donations are also welcome, and these can be sent by cheque
to Andrew Rathbone at 256B Burley Road Leeds LS4 21A or
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direct to WYDAN’s bank account no 20323123 sort code 6083-01 or online to the Charities Aid Foundation platform https:/
cafdonate.cafonline.org/15943
You may not be able to offer support in any of these ways but your
prayers for the work of WYDAN will be much appreciated.
Barbara Belsham
LETTER FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENTS
7th November 2022

Dear All,
Leeds North and East Circuit Stewards & Manse Maintenance
Arrangements
At its meeting on 1st November 2022, the Circuit Leadership Team
decided to explore new ways of supporting the work of the circuit
stewards, we hope with the possibility of organising the
maintenance for our manses locally. This would release our circuit
stewards from property demands and also encourage others to
step forward to the role of a circuit steward.
Currently manse maintenance is overseen by the five Circuit
Stewards, as one of several key responsibilities that they exercise
on behalf of the Circuit Meeting. We would like to have more
people taking on this role so that the Circuit Stewards are able to
concentrate on other things. If we share out the work together, all
aspects of the church’s mission can be better fulfilled.
We are asking each set of churches under a presbyter’s pastoral
charge to seek a person from their membership who could take on
a manse maintenance role for the manse in which that presbyter
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lives – a ‘manse steward’. This should result in 6 manse stewards.
If any set of churches can find more than one person that would
be excellent – Deacon Liesl Warren does not have the same
attachment to any particular church, but a dedicated manse
steward would be good for the Elmete Walk manse as well. This
would all share the load better around the circuit and allow for the
input of more local knowledge with regards to property issues and
local tradesmen.
The Circuit Stewards will retain oversight of works to be carried
out and financial commitments involved. It would be sensible to
have regular communication between the manse stewards and
circuit stewards – we envisage this being a mixture of email
communications and face to face meetings. The details are not yet
determined and we would welcome views from the new manse
stewards as to how this could work well.
Please ask people in your church if they would be able to become
a manse steward, and get back to us as soon as possible.
For several years we have also been in the position of needing to
seek ‘new’ circuit stewards, we are hoping that with the idea of
‘being released’ from every day property concerns there may be
those in churches who would be willing to put themselves forward
for the role of circuit steward.
Please ask people in your church if they would be able to become
a manse steward or a circuit steward and get back to us as soon
as possible. We are very happy to have conversations about the
role, as is any circuit steward.
Many thanks,
Tanya Short and George Bailey
Acting Co-Superintendents
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PROJECT NEWS. DECEMBER 2022
First of all, may I thank you for the support at our November Coffee
Morning, which raised a record-breaking £358. It was great to see
so many people back again, enjoying good company and a cuppa.
Before our next Coffee Morning, we are delighted to welcome Amy
Green, a member of the Zarach team (our Project charity this year)
to speak to us during the Gift Service on Sunday November 27th.
All the gifts we receive at that service will be going to Zarach, so
please give as generously as you are able. We recognise that this
year is hard for all of us but there are others in the city for whom
life is always difficult. Thank you.
Our next Coffee Morning is the Christmas one, on Saturday
December 3rd. There will be a variety of stalls and so only coffee/
tea and biscuits will be served in the Youth Hall, all the rest of us
will be either in the foyer or Gledhow Room. We do know that – as
proved in the strict Covid times, when the stalls were separate
from the serving of coffee – this arrangement is not as conducive
to people browsing and buying from the stalls. However, given the
number of customers we expect at the Christmas Coffee Morning,
it was thought best to revert back for this particular day. Please
don’t neglect us!
The stalls and goodies that will be found are:
Special Christmas treats
Bran Tub – made by Christine Firth, pay £1 and take a lucky dip
into the tub!
Craft stall – Christmas tags, paper etc to complete your parcel
wrapping and other Christmas goods
Knitted and crocheted items donated by Hazel Rayner & Wendy
Taylor
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Mary’s individual Christmas cakes
Raffle of a Christmas cake, baked especially by one of our regular
bakers
Gelsthorpe Gallery - a selection of watercolours by Ron and Joan,
donated to the Project by Suzanne Gelsthorpe, available to buy via
donation. A leaflet with the donated pictures will have been
available to browse beforehand. Please contact me if you have not
seen this and wish to do so.
Regular Coffee Morning stalls:
Cakes and baking
Books
Fairtrade cards
We are very grateful to all our stall-holders, who have so kindly
given of their time and expertise to support the Project. We look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible.
Wendel Singers and YEP Brass Ensemble Concert on Tuesday
December 20th at 7.30pm
Here again! Our favourite Christmas Concert. Admission is £10
which includes mince pie and tea/coffee, payable on the door or in
advance from Pat Brooke. Go home with a song in your heart as
we celebrate the Christmas season with uplifting music and
singing.
Thank you, as always, for your support and generosity.
Margaret Farrar, on behalf of the Project Group.
Christ’s family is bigger than any human family. It includes people
of all races and colours and is bound together by his Spirit.
Grace Eneme
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GROWING UP IN WARTIME
Sunday 3rd September 1949 was unforgettable (it was also my 7th
birthday) as we were told to listen to a Radio Announcement at
11.00am. The Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain, began by
telling us that he had written to Adolph Hitler in Germany
suggesting a peaceful agreement. He then said, “I have received
no such reply to my letter and consequently this country is at war
with Germany.” That evening we heard the Air Raid Siren for the
first time. Our next-door neighbours decided to “run about in the
fields to dodge the bombs” but we stayed indoors! Fortunately, the
siren was only being tested.
We came to Roundhay in May 1940, and I still live in the same
house 82 years later! I went to Talbot Road School where the
Head Teacher was Miss Calvert. She sometimes joined our class
to test our knowledge of the multiplication tables or to supervise the
Gas Mask practice! We dug the borders by the school railings and
planted lettuce and radish seed and they grew.
One memorable Saturday afternoon my Dad took me into Leeds to
see a military parade which included wartime celebrities. We saw
troops from each of the three services and between each group
marched celebrities including General de Gaulle from France and
King Peter of Yugoslavia. Bringing up the rear in a large black car
sat a plump little gentleman waving his bowler hat and smiling. He
got the biggest cheer! You’ve guessed – it was Winston Churchill.
“Dig for Victory” was the incentive to help the food supply. Some
dug in allotments and others dug up their gardens and planted
vegetables and fruit. Our neighbour refused to believe that Dad
had grown an 11½-inch long carrot and was made to watch while
another large specimen was dug up!
My Dad had served in the 1914-1918 War having been gassed and
later wounded so did not have to serve again. Once a week he had
to do firewatch duties and was on the office roof on one of only
three raids over Leeds! He came home safely carrying a handful of
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shrapnel, to my mother’s horror. It disappeared soon afterwards!
Locally he became Street Party Leader and drew up rotas of
eligible neighbours which Mum typed, and I delivered. He arranged
a fire practice in the Talbot School yard and stirrup pumps and
numerous buckets came into play. The first two fire fighters were
unsuccessful. Mum came next and, always determined, she trod
the pump with all her might and the fire in the bucket went out!
We had an air-raid shelter built into the back garden of one of our
block of six, and gathered there frequently when German bombers
flew over and back during the raids on Liverpool. The shelter had
a coke fire installed and tea could be made, although the
atmosphere became rather damp and water dripped down the
walls! When the siren blew I dressed quickly in my “siren suit” and
ran for it! Mum followed quickly, carrying her knitting. She hated
to waste time.
Rationing became a way of life and queues outside the shops are
still legend. On Talbot Parade ladies lined up, first at the “Bread
Shop” then at Cowling’s green grocery or the Co-op, where we
watched sacks of potatoes being hauled on to the flat roof, then
went into the shop to see the “spuds” travel down the chute to be
weighed. The bacon slicer on the Co-op counter was also a thing
of wonder and we feared for the assistant’s fingers. Butter and
margarine came in large tubs and were weighed out according to
the current ration. At one time the allowance of butter was 3ozs
per person per week – this caused weighing problems, so it was
decided to allocate 2ozs one week and 4ozs the next. My Mum
used to refer to the latter as “Big Butter Week” and we had cake!
Sweets were “on coupons” but Mr. Massey only offered children
the choice of boiled sweets or Ration Chocolate which he
pronounced “rayshon” and was halfway between milk and dark
chocolate. Other goods went under the counter for favourite
customers!
Clothing coupons appeared later and became very precious when
we were assembling our new uniforms for High School wear.
Grannies and aunts donated their coupons to help out. Our
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wartime uniform was somewhat different as the pleated tunics had
been replaced with pinafore dresses with flared skirts and in varying
shades of green!
When the forces were brought back from Dunkirk a battalion arrived
in Roundhay in a double-decker bus, unusual at the time as we had
trams. A billeting officer came to our door and asked Mum if we had
a spare room. She said yes, then came another question “Is it a
single or a double bed?” Mum could not fib so we were allotted two
soldiers. They came straight in, carrying their rucksacks and rifles
up into the spare bedroom.
The Army also took over the Church Hall at Lidgett Park where the
men exercised and had lunch, then dug holes in the Soldiers’ Field
and filled them up again the following day! They were here for
about six weeks then moved on. Towards the end of the war when
the Doodlebugs fell over London some children were brought to
Leeds but this time we hosted their teacher!
We joined Lidgett Park Church and I joined the Sunday School,
where among the teachers were Margaret Barraclough and
Kathleen Dawson and fellow pupils were Kathleen Lomas, Christine
and Rhona Brown. Boys were taught separately and included the
Draper twins, Keith and Barry Dawson – and Peter Gabbitas. A
Brownie pack was formed, Brown Owl being Doris Fenton from St.
Edmund’s, and we polished our badges, ironed our uniforms, did
country dancing and learned to tie knots. When we “did” our firstclass badge we had to make rice puddings and to carry them to
Roscoe on the tram. Remarkably we brought them home and ate
them! One highlight was sharing a camp fire (red crepe paper in a
bucket) with the Scouts and Guides in the Church grounds. We also
walked from Church to Alwoodley for a memorable picnic in
someone’s garden.
Holidays at Home were suggested and, with Roundhay Park on the
doorstep, who needed the seaside? We could have donkey rides,
dip our toes in the paddling pool, ride around the big lake in a small
steamboat or row in a small boat on the little lake. Music was

17
played in the bandstand and cricket matches were played in the
arena. A holiday on a farm the following year was most
disappointing!
In 1943 we took the Scholarship Examination to qualify for a place
at High School, although until 1945 most parents had to pay the
school fee of five guineas a term. My friends and I decided that
we would go to Allerton High School and families contributed
clothing coupons towards our uniforms. As new girls we were in
awe of the Headmistress, Miss Henderson, who always wore her
black gown at morning assembly. We were also in fear and dread
of the French teachers.
Our entertainments, apart from School concerts, were the
Kingsway and the Clock Cinemas and pantomimes at the Theatre
Royal and the Grand Theatre. My friend’s parents took me to the
Kingsway one evening in early May 1945. Halfway through the
film it was stopped and a message appeared on the screen:
“The war with Germany is over”
Audrey Gabbitas
FULL OF TEARS (This piece, intended for Remembrance Day,
just missed the closing date for our November issue. Editor).
Edith Louisa Cavell was shot at dawn on October 12th, 1915 by a
German firing squad in Brussels.
Off Trafalgar Square in London is a statue of Edith Cavell unveiled
by Queen Alexandra in 1920. On the pedestal beneath the statue
is the inscription:
Edith Cavell Brussels Dawn October 12th 1915
Patriotism is not enough
I must have no hatred or
Bitterness for anyone
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Also on the monument are inscribed: For King and Country,
Faithful until death, Humanity, Devotion, Fortitude, Sacrifice.
Edith was born in 1865 in Norfolk, the daughter of a vicar. She
trained to be a nurse in London at the age of 30 and later
accepted a position in Brussels as Matron in Belgium’s first
training hospital for nurses. Edith is considered to be the founder
of modern nursing in Belgium. Just before the First World War
broke out in 1914 she was in Norfolk visiting her mother who was
nearly eighty years of age. Edith saw it as her duty to return to
Brussels and got back to Brussels three days before Britain
declared war. The nursing school became a Red Cross hospital
treating soldiers from all sides as well as civilians.
In November Edith Cavell became part of a network helping
British, French and Belgians, many of the latter wanting to enlist
and not actually combatants, escape the Germans. On August
5th, 1915 she was arrested for this activity. She was tried at court
martial on October 7th, 1915, found guilty and shot by a German
firing squad on October 12th, 1915. Edith became a symbol of
the Allied cause.
Her body was exhumed after the war and the first part of the
funeral service for Edith Cavell was held at Westminster Abbey
at 12 noon on May 15th, 1919. The wreath placed on the coffin
was sent by Queen Alexandra. Her card read: ‘In memory of our
brave, heroic, never to be forgotten Miss Cavell. Life’s race well
run, Life’s work well done, Life’s crown well won, now comes
rest. From Alexandra.’
The only hymn sung was ‘Abide with me’. Edith had joined in the
last verse when it had been recited by the Reverend H. Stirling
Gahan, the Anglican chaplain, when he came to her the evening
before she was shot. He was Anglo-Irish and had thus been
allowed to stay on in Belgium. Miss Cavell was re-interred by
Norwich Cathedral, close to her family home.
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Pastor Le Seur was appointed by the Germans as chaplain to the
prisoners. What is known as ‘Pastor Le Seur’s Testimony’ is taken
from ‘The Truth’ by Wilhelm Behrens, in charge of prisons in
Brussels at the time of the execution of Edith Cavell. It is an account
of her last hours. Edith had declined his services as a pastor but
‘inquired whether it would be possible to inform her old mother in
England... so that she might not learn this first of all through the
newspapers’. He kept his promise that he would do everything in his
power. Pastor Le Seur ‘knew the Anglican chaplain in Brussels, the
Reverend Gahan’ and Edith accepted the proposal ‘that the
Reverend Gahan should come to her to enable her to partake of the
Holy Sacrament’. With a ‘deeply-moved heart’ Pastor Le Seur
parted from Edith ‘with a warm handshake’ until ‘the first grey of
dawn’ when he would be with her at her execution.
There is an account by the Reverend H. Stirling Gahan on the
execution of Edith Cavell (Source Records of the Great War, Vol. III,
ed. Charles F. Horne, National Alumni 1923). He reached the prison
on the evening of October 11th and found Edith, ‘perfectly calm and
resigned’ and stayed with her for ‘almost an hour’. ‘She wished all
her friends to know that she willingly gave her life for her country’.
She further said, ‘Standing as I do in view of God and eternity, I
realize that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or
bitterness towards any one ’. They partook of Holy Communion
together. Then the Reverend Gahan began to repeat the words,
‘Abide with me’, and she joined in softly in the end,
‘Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes;
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!’
When it was time for him to go, she smiled and said, ‘We shall meet
again.’ He records that the German military chaplain was with her at
the end and afterwards gave her Christian burial. The military
chaplain told him, ‘She was brave and bright to the last.’ ‘She died
like a heroine.‘
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Pasteur Le Seur’s testimony has this account of her last moments.
At dawn the next day before Edith was loosely bound to a pole,
Pastor Le Seur took Miss Cavell’s hand and said the words, ‘The
Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
Communion of the Holy Ghost be with you for ever. Amen.‘ She
pressed his hand in return, and answered in those words, ‘Ask Mr
Gahan to tell my loved ones later on that my soul, as I believe, is
safe, and that I am glad to die for my country.’
When she was bound to the pole, a bandage was put over her
eyes which the soldier who put it on said, ‘were full of tears’. And
then the command was given. A few minutes later her coffin was
lowered into the grave next to where she had died and Pastor Le
Seur prayed over the grave and invoked the Lord’s blessing.
What caused her eyes to fill with tears at her end?
Was it because she would not be there at her mother’s end?
Was it because her work as a pioneering nurse was unfinished?
Was it because she would no longer be part of her country’s war
effort?
Was it because of the inhumanity of nations?
Was it because, unknown to Edith, God’s work for her was
accomplished?
What we do know is that her name still shines as a Christian
beacon, just as it shone in the face of evil over one hundred years
ago.
There is another name that shines in the face of evil and
continues to do so over two thousand years after his death: Jesus
of Nazareth, Messiah, Saviour, Good Shepherd and friend of all.
Edith’s life demonstrated the core theme of Charles Wesley’s
hymn ‘O thou who camest from above’. The ‘pure celestial fire’
imparted by Jesus, kindled ‘a flame of sacred love on the altar of
the heart’ of Edith Cavell. This had ‘burned with inextinguishable
blaze’, as she worked and spoke and thought for Jesus, faithful
until death.
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‘Humanity’, ‘devotion’, ‘fortitude’, ‘sacrifice’, words carved on her
memorial, are found in abundance in her.
‘For King and Country’ are other words on her memorial. But
standing in view of God and eternity, Edith realized that patriotism
is not enough, she must have no hatred or bitterness towards any
one. She would know the second greatest commandment, ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself’.
On Remembrance Day we remember with thanksgiving all those
who lived and died in the service of our country. May their lives
inspire us. May we be worthy of their sacrifice.
In writing this reflection I am grateful for the assistance given by
Nick Miller, Edith Cavell archivist for St Mary’s Church,
Swardeston, Edith Cavell’s home parish, and his permission to
quote from the website - www.edithcavell.org.uk
Tom Alexander

SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH
What’s On December 2022
Wednesday 7.12.22 Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Sunday 11.12.22 Café Church 9.30
Tuesday 13.12.22 – Café Morning 10.30-1pm
Wednesday 14.12.22 - Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Sunday 18.12.22 – Carol Service 9.30am
Wednesday 21.12.22- Advent Course Unwrap Christmas 10.30
Tuesday 20.12.22 Carols around the Village 6pm
Wednesday 21.12.22 - Lidgett Park & Shadwell Methodist Messy
Church at Shadwell 4pm
Sunday 25.12.22 – Christmas Day Worship 9.30am
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Lidgett Park and Shadwell Methodist Churches Advent
Course – Unwrap Christmas

A three-session mini-course exploring the original history of
Jesus’ birth —with videos filmed in the Holy Land, and
reflection questions.
Our modern Christmas celebrations can obscure the
significance of the original event. Some even doubt its
rootedness in real history. With this three-part series,
filmed on location in the Holy Land, you will discover the
facts, see the places and be given many new insights to
discuss with each other.
Session 1 - The Home of Jesus: family and surroundings
Session 2 - “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that
has happened”
Session 3 - In or very close by the Church of the Nativity
Shadwell Methodist Church
Wednesday 7th, 14th & 21st December at 10.30am
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Shadwell & Lidge Park Methodist Church
Christmas Messy Church

You’re invited to join us for crafts, songs and
stories, friends & fun
For children aged 4- 11 years old (younger siblings
are welcome!)

tt

Wednesday 21st December at 4.00pm
Shadwell Methodist Church, Main Street, Shadwell
Join us for some fun!
Messy Church is a family event so please bring an
adult with you to our online messy church!
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Re – scheduled -BIBLE STUDY
Some might say that as we approach this Winter, with
strikes abound, fuel costs rising alarmingly, the war in
Ukraine, to name but a few, we are approaching a
wilderness of uncertainty.

A Way through the Wilderness is a five-session course
by Paula Gooder, which explores God's promise to
comfort his people as they struggle through life's
wildernesses.

Each session focuses on an aspect of God’s
comfort, based on a short passage from Isaiah.
ON ZOOM – Code to follow
Wednesdays 10-11.30am
January 4th, 11th, 18th & February 1st, 15th
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WELCOME TEAM AND BIBLE READERS
We are always ready to have new members of the Welcome team.
It is a role that does exactly what it says in the name!
Approximately every six weeks or so you arrive at church by about
10:10 am and greet people at one of the two entrances.
Similarly, there may be people who are happy to share in worship
by reading either one or both of our Bible readings. Reading comes
round every three or four months.
If either of these things are something you would like to do, please
have a word with one of the Stewards. Sue Wittrick
THE BANNING OF CHRISTMAS
The commercial side of Christmas festivities – cards, gifts,
decorations, food-treats, restaurant bookings – seems to start
earlier each year, and certainly there are many sectors of our
modern economy that depend on the Christmas spending spree to
make their annual profit. People often complain about this as a
regrettable modern phenomenon, and the scale of it, with less and
less reference to the religious origins and meaning of Christmas
has indeed gathered apace since the mid-twentieth century. But
Christmas was a time for popular celebration even within the
strongly religious context of the Middle Ages. It drew into itself
some of the traditions of the pre-Christian mid-winter festivals and
used these as a means of rejoicing in the hope of new life brought
by the Nativity of the Christ-child – the moment of Incarnation that
would later culminate in Christ’s Death and Resurrection. So, for
example, the ever-green boughs, such as holly and ivy, which
provided decoration for pagan festivals, symbolising the hope of
new life as the year turned after the shortest day, could easily be
used in a similar fashion to symbolise new life brought by the birth
of Jesus, while the joyousness of it all in the darkest month of midwinter could be celebrated, in the Christian as much as the pagan
context, by feasting and the exchange of gifts.

27
But just as we today sometimes lament how it has all got out of
hand, so there were voices were raised in the sixteenth century
complaining about the extravagance and waste of Christmas, with
its excessive eating and drinking and associated immoral
behaviour. And for those people, further powerful arguments
against such traditional forms of celebrating Christmas were that
many practices had pagan origins and, into the bargain, were
survivals from pre-Reformation times and so were associated with
Catholicism. Some of the more vocal objectors even described
Christmas jollities as being ‘a great dishonour of God’. In December
1643 Parliament encouraged people to treat the mid-winter period
as an opportunity to call to mind their sins, and this was followed
shortly after by ordinances stating that there were to be no holy
days apart from Sunday and that festival days in the liturgical
calendar were to be spent not in celebration but in respectful
contemplation.
More was to follow!. By June 1647, another parliamentary
ordinance expressly abolished Christmas, Easter and Whitsun, and
so it remained until the Restoration in 1660. Businesses were to
remain open, there were to be no special church services, and no
celebration of any kind was to be allowed. It turned out to be
legislation that the authorities struggled to enforce: the people liked
their mid-winter extravagances, and there were even popular riots
in favour of Christmas. The celebration — or not — of Christmas
became a battleground between Puritans and Royalists. On the one
hand, the Royalists circulated popular ballads against the
puritanical ‘killing of Christmas’; on the other, the Puritans fought a
rear-guard action for its suppression, finding it necessary to issue
proclamation after proclamation throughout the 1650s. When the
Civil War ended and the monarchy was restored in the person of
Charles II, Christmas was restored as well.
It’s often said that Oliver Cromwell abolished Christmas, but
although he was a major figure in the Puritanical camp, he was not
appointed Lord Protector until 16 December 1653. The banning of
Christmas preceded his period of rule. Joyce Hill
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CHRISTMAS CAROLS AND SONGS QUIZ ANSWERS
1.

In Dulcie Jubilo

2.

We’re walking in the air

3.

Joy to the world

4.

Do they know it’s Christmas

5.

On Christmas night all Christians sing

6.

Little Jesus sweetly sleep

7.

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came

8.

Christians awake salute the happy morn

9.

The twelve days of Christmas

10. Born in the night Mary’s child
11. I saw three ships come sailing in
12. As with gladness men of old
13. See amid the winters snow
14. Here we come a wassailing
15. Once in royal David’s city
16. Chestnuts roasting on an open fire
17. I saw mummy kissing Santa Claus
18. In the bleak mid winter
19. Ding dong merrily on high
20. O come O come Emmanuel

ENDPIECE
In the kingdom of God reigns a complete inversion of our earthly
values. Folly for Christ’s sake expresses essentially the need to
lay bare the radical contradiction between the Christian truth and
both the common sense and the moral sense of the world.
G.P. Fedotov (Russian Orthodox Church Historian)
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